
Dear Members and Friends,                    July/August 2019

It is only appropriate that I begin this letter expressing my gratitude to so many of you for your thoughts and
prayers for my mom and dad. Upon arriving home from my week long trip to Canada, I was asked again and
again “How are your parents? We are praying for you and your family.” Thank you.

A very quick update:
1. My mom does not have a knee infection, it is taking longer to heal due to her age, she has thin skin and the
stress of taking care of my dad is slowing down the process.
2. My dad’s dementia continues to worsen. He also has a leaky aortic valve and hardening of the arteries. He is
a possible candidate to have surgery and they could fix it and he would be as strong as an ox. However, the
surgery would really affect his dementia and he would more than likely not know us or anyone. After much
discussion and prayer, it was decided by my mom, with my brother and I agreeing, to let nature take its course.
No surgery. How long he will live, no one knows, only our maker. With this we are at peace.

Throughout the week that I was there, we all had a great time together with many laughs and the telling of
stories. I was amazed how much my dad could remember from 30-40 years ago, but can’t remember something
from 5 minutes ago. There was also the need to do a lot of research, making appointments with homes, the
family lawyer, and the bank. Thinking about my experience I want to share with you some things that I became
aware of that I believe will be of help to everyone.

1. HAVE A WILL – No one knows the time or place when our days on this earth will end. You could be in
your thirties or in your eighties. It doesn’t matter your age, if you own anything, a car, house, have a bank
account, you need to have a will stipulating what you want done with your assets. In this you will name the
executor of your will who will follow your wishes. 
2. APPOINT A POWER OF ATTORNEY – Should you ever be in an accident or have a medical condition
that disables you and you are unable to make a decision, who do you want to be able to pay bills, etc.
3. HAVE A MEDICAL POWER OF ATTORNEY – This is a person(s) who knows what your medical
wishes are and will honor what you want. A lawyer is able to draw up one that expresses your wishes.
4. HAVE A LIVING WILL – This is done by a lawyer and dictates what you wish to have done or not done
should you find yourself in critical condition.
5. MAKE A LETTER OF DISTRIBUTION – This is done by you. Make a list of what your wishes are
regarding home belongings, jewelry, etc. Be as specific as you can.  Write down each item that you want to go
to whomever. I recommend that you give this to your power of attorney so that they know what your wishes
are.
6. COMPLETE “PUTTING YOUR HOUSE IN ORDER” FORM – In the church office we have copies of
“Putting Your House in Order” that you can call for and we will get you a copy. This 14-page form is intended
to help you put all pertinent information together in one place for your family members to have. There are 5
main sections.

1. Personal: Here you list family history, past and present, who to reach, family education, degrees, 
honors, etc.

2. Business: List bank accounts, phone numbers etc., credit cards, life insurance policies, stocks, bonds 
etc. This enables the executor of your will and family members to have at their fingertips all this 
important information.

3. Funeral Arrangements: Listing any prearrangement, funeral home, cemetery, flowers, do you have 
an obituary? Any organizations you want money given to by others in your memory? 

4. Religious Background and Present Practice
5. Funeral Service – Who is officiating? Hymns? Scriptures? Organist? Special music.



The purpose of filling out this information is for you to have peace of mind that your house is in order and that
you know that your family will have what they need to move forward after you pass away and can carry out
your wishes. 

Let me share with you an example. As you know, my wife, along with some other ladies in the church, are in
charge of putting on a special reception in the church for families who are part of our church after the service.
As a result of putting on a number of these special events, they have accumulated a variety of cups, plates,
napkins, etc. that don’t match. I have expressed to not only my wife, but to all the ladies in the church that when
I go, they are to use up all the small amounts of everything that doesn’t match to get rid of it. Sue responded
something like this, ‘over my dead body’ to which I threatened that I was going to have this put in my will and
they would have to follow my written instructions.

All joking aside, I hope you see how important it is to do much of this now when you are able and not wait until
it’s too late. If not for you, at least do it for your children.

Now, I know that many of you are thinking thoughts like, “I don’t have that much,” “it will just go to my
wife/husband or kids,” “My family knows what I want,” or even “I don’t want to talk about it.” What we are
really talking about is the past, present, and future.

I cannot do anything about the past, it can’t be changed and I find that sometimes there are regrets about things
that have happened and if I had been proactive it would have been a lot easier. My past is my past and with it
come many wonderful memories and stories that I will pass on to others and together we will cry and laugh.

However, I live in the present. The here and now and it is important that I do now what I can for both the
present and for the future. What I do now to prepare for the future does not mean it’s going to happen right
away, but it is lining things up for when that time comes. They say, “Don’t wait until tomorrow to do the things
that you can do today.”

As to the future, nobody really knows what is going to happen. We can plan everything, but in the Book of
James we are told to make our plans for tomorrow with this caveat, “If the Lord so wills.” In my personal
relationship with God through His Son, Jesus I have the assurance that I know that I will spend eternity in
heaven with God and those who know Him. This I know and am confident about. So, it should be in the
physical world that I have the knowledge and confidence that I have done everything that I can to prepare not
only myself, but have put things in order for the sake of my family.

We have retained Attorney Phrances Leverton Szewczyka to come on Wednesday, September 11  from 6:30-th

8:30 to do a presentation on how to go about setting up a will, why you need a will? When do I do this? etc.
There is no charge for this evening and there will be handouts to all who attend. We will also have copies of

“Putting Your House in Order” available. Pastor Doug

FOUR IMPORTANT THINGS TO DO THIS SUMMER

1. Attend church. Even though Sunday school is over for the summer, it is a good and healthy habit to attend
church regularly. Just like our bodies need nourishment every day, so our person needs to be fed spiritually,
hearing the word and fellowshipping with the family of God.
2. Continue to Give. Church activities slow down, but we still need to pay salaries, utilities etc. as well as get
things set up for the fall when church activities pick up. You can do this when you attend church on Sunday or
mail it in. Thank you!
3. Make time to get together. Summer times is always a great time to get together with one another for
picnics, trips to the beach, going out to eat, having someone over for coffee/tea and dessert, etc., one way to do
this is to plan on joining with us for one of our 5 community pot lucks at the church for everyone. Bring some
friends.



4. Get some rest. This is a great time to kick back, find a comfortable chair and let the strain of all the daily
activities fall away. Whether it’s at the beach, in the back yard, or a trip away from home, take some time to
relax and get refreshed. Maybe even pick up that book that you have been wanting to read but have been too
busy.

Rally Day for Sunday school is on Sunday, September 8 , 2019 at 9:30 followed by the ice cream social.th

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

1. Renell Collum passed away on Sunday, June 23  around 11:40 a.m. She went peacefully with her family at rd

her side. A memorial service will be held at the church on Friday, June 28  at 11:00 a.m.  She will be buriedth

in North Carolina with her parents.
2. On Monday, June 17 , the handicap ramp was installed at Eleanor West’s home. This means that you, as     th

    family and friends of the church and Eleanor, have responded generously financially, and we were able to    
    purchase the ramp and have it installed. Thank You.
3. We have reached our goal of $4,200 to refurbish the Fellowship Hall and are now making plans to begin 
    working on it in the month of July and August. We will be sending out emails seeking your help with various 
    projects as they come up. With your help, we will be able to save a lot of money rather than outsourcing 
    the labor. Our goal is to have the Fellowship Hall done by Rally Day.
4. Church signage around the church is in its final stages and we hope to have them up before Sunday school 
    begins. 
5. Our Safe Church Guidelines are nearing completion and there will be a couple dates set up for all teachers, 
    youth workers, staff and volunteers to attend in order to comply with the guidelines. Watch your mail for 
    further details.
6. Earlier this year, a work party removed the old chimney in the attic from the sanctuary roof line to the floor 
    of the attic. Due to the deterioration of the chimney, we are going to need to remove the rest of the chimney 
    on the south stairwell. We have set a date of July 13 from 9:30 until noon. We are in need of some able
    bodies to help carry out the bricks. Please let Scott Conquest, Ken Whitney, Dana Greco or Pastor Doug
    know if you can help. Thank You.

CHURCH POTLUCKS AND COMMUNITY DINNERS

Over the summer the church will hold 5 Community Potluck Dinners at the church. The time for the dinner is
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

The dates for them are as follows:

                                         June 26, July 10, July 24, Aug. 7, Aug. 21   

We are looking for 3-4 people to act as hosts for each of these nights. The host individuals and families will be

asked to set up and clean up after the potlucks and provide some kind of beverages. The church will provide

plates, cups, utensils, and napkins. We ask that each family brings some kind of food dish (homemade or store

bought) to share with everyone. 

It was decided to host all the potluck dinners at the church as we wanted to take this opportunity to invite
friends and neighbors to com and meet us, get to know us, and tell them who we are.

Please contact Pastor Doug if you are interested. 





Historian 

81 Years ago

               

These photos show our church without its tower and the old Church Parsonage, just north of our parking lot,

after the Sept. 21, 1938 hurricane. Main St Cromwell took a beating!

If you have any photos of church events that you would like put in our Historian Notebook, please send them to

me. bchuffaker@outlook.com

If you would like to help go through some old photos this summer, let me know. I would like to update the

fireside room display cabinet for Rally Day, Sept 8.

Thanks.

Lorrie Huffaker

860-635-4746

mailto:bchuffaker@outlook.com


1st Annual First Congregational Church 

SCRAMBLE GOLF TOURNAMENT
August 17, 2019 – 12:30pm Shot Gun Start 

Cedar Knob Golf Course – Somers, CT
                                                    

All proceeds from this golf tournament fundraiser will be used by the First Congregational Church to meet our
annual budget obligations as well as to provide outreach within our community and to the mission projects that
we support.    

Please complete this form and return as noted below.

GOLFER INFORMATION

Golfer #1________________________________ Email________________________________
Golfer #2________________________________ Email________________________________
Golfer #3________________________________ Email________________________________
Golfer #4________________________________ Email________________________________

_____# Golf Registrations @ $125
Includes greens fees and cart, player gifts, lunch, and dinner
Registration starts at 11:30am
Tournament prizes: longest drive, closest to the pin, low team gross, and hole in one 
Additional raffles will be held at the tournament

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

_____Gold Sponsor $1,000 Wording on Sign____________________________
Includes 4 player packages, tee sponsorship on the course, recognition in program

_____Silver Sponsor $500 Wording on Sign____________________________
Includes 2 player packages, tee sponsorship on the course, recognition in program

_____Bronze Tee Sponsors @ $100 Wording on Sign____________________________
Includes tee sponsorship, recognition in program

_____Friend Sponsor $50 – includes recognition in program 

OTHER WAYS TO HELP

_____Raffle Prize – Donate a prize to our post tournament raffle
_____Goody Bag Donations – Opportunity to advertise/reach approximately 100 golfers

Please Return Registration by August 1, 2019 Golf Tournament Coordinator
Make check’s Payable to: Cliff Parker

 First Congregational Church Parkertrav@aol.com
860-632-2274

Mail to:
First Congregational Church
P.O. Box 156
Cromwell, CT 06416

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://meltingpot.fortunecity.com/stassney


TOWN OF CROMWELL 
COLLECTING 

The town is looking for school supplies for children in need.  They will
need binders, book bags, notebooks, loose leaf paper (wide and college
ruled), pencils, colored pencils, pens, crayons, markers, calculators, pencil
bags, glue sticks, rulers, Kleenex and erasers. If you would like to
contribute any of these items to the town, place in the box labeled school
supplies in the Narthex. All school supplies are due by July 28 . Theth

church will deliver them on Monday morning July 29 . If you have anyth

questions, please contact Tammy Steele in the church office at 860-635-
4806. 



PUBLICITY! 

If you have need to put an article into the papers or

need help with getting the word out about a special

event, Lisa Paradis oversees our publicity. She has

an inbox in the copy room office. It is labeled

publicity or you may email her at lmpamp@aol.com.  

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
DID YOU KNOW?

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806.

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246.

3. The Church E-mail address is 

    fcchurch01@snet.net

4. The Pastor’s E-mail address is

    douglasvanv@gmail.com

5. The Pastor’s cell phone # is 860-638-
    8014.
6. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday.

7. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org
8. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2
     p.m. The secretary is off on Friday. 
9. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O.
    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416

10. Facebook, find us listed at First     
    Congregational Church Cromwell

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
8:00 A.M. ON JULY 13  th

AND
 AUGUST 10     TH

AT 
“MITCHELL’S ON MAIN”

EXECUTIVE BOARD

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday,
August 15  at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from theth

different boards, review the church budget, and
discuss any new business of the church. The Board
members are either the Chairman or alternate of
each board, Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and
two Members at Large. The Members at Large are
to represent the church as a whole and are available
to you, the congregation, to talk with about any
concerns that you feel need to be addressed within
the church, to express your opinion about any
issues, or to share with them how you feel things
are within the church, both the positive and
negative. Your representatives are James Steele
(860) 632-8624 and Phyllis Baecker (860) 635-
4380. Please feel free to call them or see them at
church and talk with them. 

Financials

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January,
we will keep everyone up to date on a monthly
basis as to how the church finances are doing. 

Period Ending: May 31, 2019
Income:           $74,062.10
Expense:           $84,675.75
Income (Under) Expenses:  ($10,613.65)  

mailto:lmpamp@aol.com
mailto:fcchurch01@snet.net
mailto:douglasvanv@gmail.com
http://www.fcccromwell.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130


July Schedule 

Deacon: 

7/07 – RoseMary Frederick 
7/14 – Elaine Jones 
7/21 – John Tomasulo 
7/28 – Eileen DiBattista 

Ushers:

7/07 – Volunteers Needed
7/14 – Carolyn and Gary Decko
7/21 – Tom Smith
7/28 – Volunteers Needed

Flowers: 

7/07 – Lisa Paradis and Vickey Warner 
7/14 – RoseMary Frederick 
7/21 – John Savvides 
7/28 – Jim and Tammy Steele 

Sound System: 

7/07 – Jim Steele
7/14 – Rick Dansereau
7/21 – Cindy Dunbar
7/28 – John Savvides

Coffee Hour: 

7/07 – Lorrie Huffaker 
7/14 – Volunteers Needed
7/21 – Volunteers Needed
7/28 – Volunteers Needed

August Schedule 

Deacon: 

8/04 – RoseMary Frederick 
8/11 – Eileen DiBattista 
8/18 – Elaine Jones 
8/25 – John Tomasulo 

Ushers: 

8/04 – Carolyn and Gary Decko 
8/11 – Volunteers Needed
8/18 – Keith and Jody Blanar
8/25 – Volunteers Needed

Flowers: 

8/04 – Tom and Nancy Clayton 
8/11 – Renate Varricchio 
8/18 – Betty Williams 
8/25 – Jim and Tammy Steele 

Sound System: 

8/04 – Cindy Dunbar
8/11 – John Savvides 
8/18 – Rick Dansereau
8/25 – Jim Steele 

Coffee Hour: 

8/04 – Volunteers Needed
8/11 – Volunteers Needed
8/18 – Volunteers Needed
8/25 – Volunteers Needed

Please sign up for a Sunday to usher or do coffee hour.

Thank you !



Sunday School and Youth Group

What a great year this has been!! The Sunday
school theme was, “Jesus Hears Our Prayers” and
our Children’s Day Pageant was, “When and How
to Pray” and focused on 7 times to pray; First Thing
in the Morning, Mealtime, Bedtime, When I am
Scared, When I Need Something, When I am Sad
and When I am Happy.  I hope that all the students
were given a great foundation to continue praying
over the summer.  We also worked on learning
about important people in the Bible.

Next Year our theme will focus on “The Fruits of
the Spirit” – Love. Joy, Peace, Longsuffering,
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and
Self-Control.

The Youth Group will meet over the summer for the
end of the year and Graduation celebration at the
Greco’s.  We have not decided on a date when all
are available and I will contact the families once we
have a date set.

Mark your calendar – Rally Day is Sunday,
September 8, 2019 with an ice cream social to
follow church.

Wishing you all a blessed and safe summer.

Dana Greco 

“MILITARY WHIST’
Card Party – October 3, 2019

Mark your calendar and save the date for a fun
night out with family, friends, neighbors, join in on
another set, and make new friends. No experience
required, each game coordinated by Kevin Welch.
Proceeds benefit the church general fund. 

Requirements for a successful event. 

· Co-Chair
· Raffle gifts (Gift cards or certificates

from your local business, eatery,
salon, shop, gas station or market)

· Raffle items or prepared baskets
· Items to make a basket 
· Door prizes needed 
· Volunteers to provide light

refreshments 
· Volunteers to set up refreshments at

4:30 p.m. 
· Volunteers to sell tickets (admission,

raffles, 50/50) at 5:30 p.m. 
· Volunteers to help with

drawings/raffles at end of games. 

A church letter and a flyer with game details is
available. Please take a flyer to display at your local
market, shop or restaurant. 

Completed baskets, items for raffles and/or door
prizes may be left in the closet by the fellowship
hall. Please mark for Whist. 
(See me after church if you have gift cards.) 

If you would like to co-chair or have questions, see
me after church or call (860) 635-4934. 

Joyce Norman, Event Chair



Mission Board 

We on the Missions board wish our Church family and friends a wonderful summer and certainly a happy, healthy and
safe July 4th. See below our recent email (available for reading on our bulletin board as well) from Sjaan Waller:

Please find attached her June Prayer letter 2019 with thanksgiving to God for your participation and help in getting the
scriptures to the Guayabero people.

In His Service.Jean Dunning, Rob Foberg and John
Savvides



July 2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30
9:30 AM Worship

Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

1
7:00 PM

Deacon

Board

Meeting 

2 3

4 
Independence

Day - Office

Closed! 

5 6

7
9:30 AM Worship

Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

8 9 10
6:30 PM

Summer

Potluck at First

Congregationa

l Church 

11 12 13
8:00 AM

Men's

Breakfast at

Mitchell's on

Main 

14
9:30 AM Worship

Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

15 16 17 18 19
6:30 PM Al-

Anon 

20

21
9:30 AM Worship

Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

22 23 24
6:30 PM

Summer

Potluck at First

Congregationa

l Church 

25 26 27

28
9:30 AM Worship

Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

29 30 31 1 2 3

Grace Communion International Church is using the church every Sunday from 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Noon AA group meets Monday-Friday in the fellowship hall. 



August 2019

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28
9:30 AM Worship

Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

29 30 31 1 2 3

4
9:30 AM Worship

Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

5 6 7
6:30 PM

Summer

Potluck at First

Congregationa

l Church 

8 9 10
8:00 AM

Men's

Breakfast at

Mitchell's on

Main 

9:30 AM

Finance and

Property

Meeting 

11
9:30 AM Worship

Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

12 13 14 15
7:00 PM

Executive

Board

Meeting 

16
6:30 PM Al-

Anon 

17
12:30 PM

FC

C Golf

Tournament

at Cedar

Knob in

Somers 

18
9:30 AM Worship

Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

19 20 21
6:30 PM

Summer

Potluck at First

Congregationa

l Church 

22 23 24

25
9:30 AM Worship

Service 

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

26 27 28 29 30 31

Grace Communion International Church is using the church every Sunday from 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Noon AA group meets Monday-Friday in the Fellowship hall. 


