
 
 

 

Dear Members and Friends,              April 2019 
 

The Irony of the Cross 
 

The Irony of the Cross is that a thing that represents something as ugly and as harsh as the cross – something 

revolting enough to cause people to reject the best Man who ever lived – is actually our only hope of rescue 

from our spiritual helplessness.  The cross was not a mistake.  It wasn’t a good life falling on bad times.  The 

irony of the cross is that (1) it is the greatest example of God’s love, and that (2) in dying; Christ also showed us 

how to live. 
 

Christ’s death demonstrated God’s love 

The great truth of the most familiar and best-loved verse of the Bible is that the cross was evidence of God’s 

love.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).  A parallel passage reads, “By this we know love, because He laid 

down His life for us” (1 John 3:16).  In the cross, we see God’s love at its best and our sin at its worst. 
 

Christ’s death showed us how to live 

Not only did the cross give us the highest evidence of God’s love, but it also provided us with a spiritual principle 

of life.  The love that led Jesus Christ to this unparalleled deed of self-sacrifice was an example for us.  We are 

to love as He loved; to live as He lived.  The Lord Jesus had the cross in mind the evening before His crucifixion 

when He told His disciples, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, 

that you also love one another.” (John 13:34). 
 

This was a revolutionary statement that Jesus made when He said, “A new commandment I give to you.” At the 

beginning of Jesus’s ministry, He had asked what are the two greatest commandments? The answer was, “Thou 

shalt love the Lord thy God with all your heart….” and second, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” But 

here in John 13, Jesus gives a new challenge to not only the disciples, but to all of us. We are to love our neighbor 

as He has loved us. He set the example, He showed the way.  
 

Here again is the irony of the cross.  Not only does it bring God’s life to us, but also it brings our life to God.  The 

brutality of the cross is inescapable and yet, it provides the glorious prelude to the great good news that Christ 

is Risen.  He is Risen indeed! 
 

May this Easter bring a renewed sense of God’s reconciling Grace and may you not only find yourself 

overwhelmed with His love, but may you go on living your life in a way that is pleasing to Him who gave you life. 
 

In His Love and Service, 

 
 

Pastor Doug    

 

https://www.discerninghearts.com/catholic-podcasts/poc-5-1st-sunday-lent-power-cross-lenten-meditation/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

MAUNDAY THURSDAY SERVICE 
April 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

THEME 

“THE NIGHT BEFORE” 

 

 Maundy Thursday is the time when we remember that Jesus is spending his last moments with His 

disciples before He is betrayed, tried, and crucified. The words found in scriptures give us a glimpse of some of 

the things that Jesus spoke to them not only regarding what was about to happen to Him personally, but also to 

give them words of encouragement for the future.  

 Come join with us as we reflect on these words. We will take some time to search our own hearts about 

how the words that Jesus spoke to His disciples in the upper room apply to us in our everyday life and also what 

we might say to our loved ones if we knew the end was near and eminent. The life of Christ up to the point of His 

betrayal and crucifixion is really an example of how we should be living our lives in terms of loving our family, 

neighbors and even our enemies, how to treat each other with respect, and how to develop a relationship with God 

that is pleasing to Him.  

 If you knew that you were going to die the next day; what would you be doing? Who would you talk to? 

What would you say to them? 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

April 19 at 7:00 p.m. 

THEME 

“FATHER FORGIVE THEM” 

 Good Friday is the darkest day in the record of all mankind. God’s Son, Jesus Christ, who came freely to 

give of His life, knowing that it would cost Him the very thing that He treasured the presence of the Father, was 

crucified, dead and buried. The scriptures tell us that He became sin on our behalf. Through various narrations, 

we will try to grasp hold of the truth that Jesus died not of suffocation (the normal way people died when crucified) 

but by the weight of our sins and the sins of all mankind placed upon Him. 

 Through the use of scripture reading, poetry, various reflections, and music we will make every attempt 

to grasp the significance of Jesus’s profound words, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” Come 

join us.  

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

April 21st at 6:00 a.m. 

RIVERFRONT PARK 

 

Gather with others in celebration of the resurrection of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  The Christian 

Clergy Council of Cromwell once again hosts our annual Easter Sunrise service at 6:00 a.m. The guest speaker 

will be Rev. Dr. Paul Krampitz from Bethany Lutheran Church. Coffee and pastries will be served following the 

service.  Remember, this is the only Easter Sunrise Tailgate celebration that I know of. Don’t miss this special 

time together. HE IS RISEN – HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Flowers: 

In the early spring, bulbs blossom as the first signs that the long, cold winter is over, and Easter has come.  And 

so, it is with Lent – 40 days of reflection ending with the joy and hope that our Risen Lord brings on Easter 

morning.  We traditionally decorate with flowers, and here is an overview of what the different flowers mean: 

• The Lily is the traditional Easter flower and represents life and hope, as well as commemorating the 

resurrection of Christ and the hope of eternal life in heaven;   

• Hyacinths - peace of mind; 

• White Tulips – forgiveness;   

• Purple Tulips – royalty.  (You may notice that purple is on the pulpit throughout Lent);    

• Hydrangeas – gratitude and thanksgiving; 

• Azalea – care for yourself and those around you; 

• Daffodils mean you think of someone very highly. 

 

How symbolic each one is of our love for Jesus!   

 Elaine Jones, Deacon Board 

 

Mission Board  

 
There is no news to report, at this time, from our missionaries:  

 

Alex and Laura Crum (Wycliffe)  

Carol and Gary Culbertson (Cru)  

Sjaan Waller (Wycliffe) 

We did, however, receive a communication from Steve Douglas, President of Cru, better known as Campus 

Crusade for Christ International. The lead-in sentence reads: “I followed (my traditions) for 13 years and 

nothing happened in my life; now, in just one minute, my whole life was changed” – Aamir, a new Christian 

from North Africa. This was said after receiving an Arabic New Testament. This will, of course, be posted on 

the bulletin board in the Fellowship hall. We urge all of you to read this to see the good that Cru has done in 

such places as the African continent. We made a donation of $200 to Pivot Ministries in the form of buying a 

Paver for their new walkway. It will have “ First Congregational Church, Cromwell, CT” engraved on it. 

In His service,  

Jean Dunning, Rob Foberg, and John Savvides  



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 
Carrie Webster – 4/2  

Nancy Clayton – 4/3  

Lance Kozikowski – 4/5  

Charles BeVier, Jr. – 4/6 

John Savvides – 4/6  

Zachary Rooslund – 4/7  

John Rowe – 4/7  

Justin Hall – 4/8  

Harold Messer – 4/8  

Marshall Dunbar – 4/9  

Sharon Blackwell – 4/11 

Tyler Fabian – 4/11  

Phyllis Baecker – 4/12  

Stacey Head – 4/13  

Robert Armetta – 4/15  

Pam Magoon – 4/15  

Owen Fadeli – 4/16  

Andrew Monterosso – 4/17  

Douglas Van Veldhuisen – 4/17  

Margaret Misbach – 4/18  

Richard Trommer – 4/18  

Nicholas Varricchio – 4/18  

Jim Monterosso – 4/21  

Curt Anderson – 4/22  

Susan Chester – 4/22  

Grace Herber – 4/25  

Nicholas Chester – 4/26  

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

George and Pat Frame – April 1st  

William and Pamela Jones – April 13th  

Scott and Phyllis Baecker – April 16th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL’S SCHEDULE 

 
Deacon: 

4/07 – Eileen DiBattista 

4/14 – Elaine Jones (Palm Sunday) 

4/21 – RoseMary Frederick (Easter) 

4/28 – John Tomasulo  

 

Flowers: 

4/07 – The Foberg Family  

4/14 – Sue Van Veldhuisen  

4/21 – Easter Flowers  

4/28 – Vickey Warner and Lisa Paradis  

Sound System: 

4/07 – Jim Steele 

4/14 – Rick Dansereau  

4/21 – John Savvides 

4/28 – Jim Steele 

Coffee Hour:  

4/07 – Need Volunteers 

4/14 – Need Volunteers 

4/21 – No Coffee Hour – Happy Easter! 

4/28 – Lisa Paradis, Amber Creighton Pandy, 

           Bobbi Fedeli and Vickey Warner  

 

Usher List: 

4/07 – Confirmands 

4/14 – Teena and Scott Conqeust  

4/21 – Scott McClain  

4/28 – Confirmands  

 

 

  



“MILITARY WHIST’ 

Card Party – May 2, 2019 
 

Mark your calendar and save the date for a fun night 

out with family, friends, neighbors, join in on 

another set, and make new friends. No experience 

required, each game coordinated by Kevin Welch. 

Proceeds benefit the church general fund.  

 

Requirements for a successful event.  
 

• Co-Chair 

• Raffle gifts (Gift cards or certificates 

from your local business, eatery, 

salon, shop, gas station or market) 

• Raffle items or prepared baskets 

• Items to make a basket  

• Door prizes needed  

• Volunteers to provide light 

refreshments  

• Volunteers to set up refreshments at 

4:30 p.m.  

• Volunteers to sell tickets (admission, 

raffles, 50/50) at 5:30 p.m.  

• Volunteers to help with 

drawings/raffles at end of games.  
 

A church letter and a flyer with game details is 

available. Please take a flyer to display at your local 

market, shop or restaurant.  
 

Completed baskets, items for raffles and/or door 

prizes may be left in the closet by the fellowship 

hall. Please mark for Whist.  

(See me after church if you have gift cards.)  
 

If you would like to co-chair or have questions, see 

me after church or call (860) 635-4934.  
 

Joyce Norman, Event Chair 
 

The Ladies Daytime Fellowship  
 

The Ladies Daytime Fellowship potluck luncheon 

will be on April 3rd at noon.  This month Joyce 

Norman and Tammy Steele are our hostesses. All 

ladies are welcome to attend.  Please bring your 

favorite dish. Dessert, coffee and tea will be 

provided. Join us for a great time of fellowship.  

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s E-mail address is 

    douglasvanv@gmail.com 

5. The Pastor’s cell phone # is 860-638- 

    8014. 

6. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

7. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

8. The office hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 2 

     p.m. The secretary is off on Friday.  

9. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

10. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST  

8:00 A.M. ON APRIL 13TH  

AT  

“MITCHELL’S ON MAIN” 

 
 

 
Common Threads  

 
Our Prayer Shawl ministry will meet Monday, April 

8, 2019 at 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room.  If you like 

to knit or crochet and are looking for a meaningful 

service opportunity, please come and join us.  We 

meet the second Monday from September through 

May (excluding December).  We would love to have 

you all join us.   
 

Thank you,   

Dana Greco 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fcchurch01@snet.net
mailto:douglasvanv@gmail.com
http://www.fcccromwell.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130


SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Winter is finally over, although we were pretty 

lucky this year. In March the children sang in 

church and served for Coffee hour the same day. 

They do enjoy doing this.  Classes continue, and the 

children are studying important people in the Bible. 

Soon we will begin working on our Children’s Day 

Pageant.   

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

The Youth group watched the movie, “I Can Only 

Imagine” about Bart Millard, the lead singer of 

Mercy Me. Everyone enjoyed the movie. We 

continue to collect clothing and whatever you want 

to donate for the Savers Clothing Drive. Reminder 

that all donations need to be given by Friday, April 

12th.  

Please note that on Sunday, April 7th at 4:00 p.m., 

the Youth Group will host “An Old Time Hymn 

Sing with a Twist”. Please come join us singing 

some old favorites and learn some new favorites. 

Youth group schedule:  

4/7: 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Song & Hymn with  

                           Congregation 

4/13: Savers Clothing Drive delivery (more 

         information to come)  

4/14 – No Youth group – Palm Sunday 

4/21 – No Youth group – Easter Sunday 

4/28 – Out trip to the movies – “Breakthrough” 

           (more information to come)  

FINANCE AND PROPERTY  

There are some areas in (and out of) the church that 

need attention, sanding, painting, etc. If you are 

interested and willing to help, please let Scott 

Conquest, Dana Greco or Ken Whitney know and 

we will be in contact with you to set a chore up to 

be completed. On Thursday, April 4th at 9:00 a.m. 

we will be removing a brick chimney in the attic. 

Come help us. Thank you for your help and 

willingness to serve.  

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, April 

25th at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the different 

boards, review the church budget, and discuss any 

new business of the church. The Board members are 

either the Chairman or alternate of each board, 

Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members 

at Large. The Members at Large are to represent the 

church as a whole and are available to you, the 

congregation, to talk with about any concerns that 

you feel need to be addressed within the church, to 

express your opinion about any issues, or to share 

with them how you feel things are within the church, 

both the positive and negative. Your representatives 

are James Steele (860) 632-8624 and Phyllis Baecker 

(860) 635-4380. Please feel free to call them or see 

them at church and talk with them.  

 

 

 
 

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, 

we will keep everyone up to date on a monthly basis 

as to how the church finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: February 28, 2018 

Income:            $27,494.60 

Expense:            $34,387.35 

Income (Under) Expenses:    ($6,892.75)   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown 

https://drezina.wordpress.com/2012/06/02/politia-de-moravuri-crestine-nu-are-o-sectie-financiara/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    “MILITARY WHIST” 

                                        (Card Party) 

                            First Congregational Church  

                   355 Main St. (Rte. 99) Cromwell, CT 

                              Thursday, May 2, 2019  

                   Doors open @ 5:30 p.m. - $7/person  

                                 Free refreshments 

                   1st hand starts promptly @ 6:30 p.m.  

                     (game instruction by Kevin Welch) 
               NO EXPERIENCE OR RESERVATION REQUIRED 

(EASY TO LEARN) 

       All welcome – have fun with family, friends, and neighbors  

                         Raffle prizes  Door Prizes 
                      (donations support community projects)  

                         Contacts: J. Norman (860) 635-9434  

                               Church Office: (860) 635-4806  

                                               

                                                Parking   on                                                    

                                                       
                                                      Main Street  

 
        Come play, easy to learn! Bring a friend or a team of 4! Make new friends!  

 

 

 

 



 

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM 

Name:_________________________________________ Phone # or email address:__________________ 

Type                Quantity       $/Plant                Cost 

Easter Lily    __   $9.50    _____ 

Red Tulip    __   $8.50    _____ 

Yellow Tulip    __   $8.50    _____ 

Lavender Tulip   __   $8.50    _____ 

Pink Tulip    __   $8.50    _____ 

Orange Tulip    __   $8.50    _____ 

White Tulip    __   $8.50    _____ 

Pink Hyacinth    __   $8.50    _____ 

Blue Hyacinth    __   $8.50    _____ 

White Hyacinth   __   $8.50    _____ 

Daffodil    __   $8.50    _____ 

Blue Hydrangeas   __            $13.00    _____ 

White Hydrangeas   __            $13.00    _____ 

Large Blue Hydrangeas  __           $17.00    _____ 

Large White Hydrangeas  __           $17.00    _____ 

Light Pink Azalea   __             $17.00    _____ 

Dark Pink Azalea   __             $17.00    _____ 

 

Total Plants ___     Total Cost    _____ 

 

Message for the bulletin: (Ex. “Given by John Doe in memory of Jane Doe”): 

 

 

 

 

Return with payment (checks payable to FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH) by April 8, 2019.  

 

First Congregational Church 
P.O. Box 156 

Cromwell, CT  06416 
Late orders cannot be accepted. 

 
 
 



April 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 

9:15 AM Praise and 

Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service 

and Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

10:45 AM Confirmation 

4:00 PM St. Vincent DePaul 

Soup Kitchen  

4:00 PM Youth Group 

Meeting  

1 

Frank and 

Florence 

Pierson 

Scholarship 

applications 

are due! 

 

7:00 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

2 

7:00 PM Choir  

3 

12:00 PM 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship 

Potluck 

Luncheon  

6:00 PM 

Community 

Lent Series at 

First 

Congregational 

Church  

4 

9:00 AM  

Move bricks from 

attic  

5 6 

7 

9:15 AM Praise and 

Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service 

and Group Class  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

10:45 AM Confirmation 

Class  

4:00 PM Song and Hymn 

Sing with Confirmation  

8  

Easter flower 

orders are due! 

 

6:30 PM 

Common 

Threads  

9 

7:00 PM Choir  

10 

7:00 PM Bible 

Study 

11 12 

Saver’s Drop-

off deadline  

13 

8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

Youth Group 

Savers Clothing 

Drive Delivery  

  

14  

9:30 AM Worship Service 

and Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

10:45 AM Confirmation 

Class  

15 16 

7:00 PM Choir  

17 18 

 
10:00 AM Elim 

Clergy Meeting  

7:00 PM Maundy 

Thursday Service  

19  

7:00 PM Good 

Friday Service  

20 

21  

6:00 AM Sunrise Service  

9:30 AM Easter Worship 

Service  

22 

4:00 PM 

Historical 

Society Potluck 

Supper and 

Annual Meeting  

23 

7:00 PM Choir  

24 

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

25 

7:00 PM 

Executive Board 

Meeting  

26 27 

28 

9:30 AM Worship Service 

and Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Anna Doering 

Concert  

Youth Group go to see 

"Breakthrough"   

29 30 

7:00 PM Choir  

1 

12:00 PM 

Ladies Daytime 

Fellowship 

Potluck 

Luncheon  

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

2 

6:30 PM  

Military Whist in 

the Fellowship 

hall! 

3 4 

 

AA meetings in the Fellowship hall at noon.  

https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/addeditcalendarimage.aspx?cei=266865029&event_date=4/14/2019
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/addeditcalendarimage.aspx?cei=266865081&event_date=4/18/2019
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/addeditcalendarimage.aspx?cei=266864830&event_date=4/19/2019
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/addeditcalendarimage.aspx?cei=266865063&event_date=4/21/2019

