
 

 

 

Dear Members and Friends,                     October 2018 

 

 For the last week, Sue and I have had the wonderful opportunity of being up in northern Maine at the 

home of Chick and Sue BeVier, which in the summer is the home for over 100 children at Camp Eagle Wing. 

At the moment, it is very quiet except for the occasional loon call echoing across Gardner Lake. I am presently 

sitting at the dining room table looking out the large picture window at the mist rising from the lake due to the 

cold (38 degrees) air and the warm water. I can see no houses and hear no traffic. It is serene and magical. I can 

feel the stress and business of everyday life literally wash away, in its place, there is an internal calm and peace 

that is relaxing and refreshing to the body and the soul.  

 However, even here in the midst of God’s incredible creation at the far end of the lake, far beyond the 

lake and tree line, there are 19 tall towers off in the distance at Cutler Point with strong red blinking lights. Even 

here in northern Maine, there is a subtle reminder of civilization down south where most of us live out our 

everyday lives, earning a living. 

 Three nights ago, I had one of those once in a life time experiences that reminded me of the movie, “A 

Perfect Storm.” It was evening and I was down at the lake around sunset sitting in an Adirondack chair casting a 

fishing line out hoping to catch and release a nice largemouth bass. The sun was setting and the sky had an 

orange hue that was breathtaking. I was so focused on this sight before me that I failed to notice what was 

happening around me. On my right there were ominous black storm clouds rolling in with the threat of rain. On 

my left a thick dense fog was rolling in completely engulfing everything in its path and before me the sun was a 

fire ball of red and orange setting below the tree line.  

 As the three completely opposite settings of sky began to emerge something amazing happened. The 

lake that had been lapping at my feet went totally still. My immediate thought was, the calm before the storm.” 

The fog continued to roll, the sun continued to set, and the black storm clouds advanced, but, where I stood 

there was an absolute calmness, no sound, no movement, that at first was uncanny, almost unnerving. This 

lasted for about 3 minutes almost taking my breath away. Then as suddenly as it started, it ended. The wind 

picked up, the fog receded, and the storm clouds moved south and the sky went black. And the next morning the 

sun rose in the east and life went on.  

 Reflecting on this unique experience, I was reminded that in our lives we will face life’s storms, the 

unexpected will happen catching us off guard, throwing us off  base, disrupting our normal everyday routines. 

Things can get foggy at times and we can’t see ahead. There may even be times when we find ourselves in the 

dark and can’t see our way.  

 However, in the midst of all this, we can experience a peace, a peace that passes all human 

understanding, which in some cases doesn’t make sense. This comes from the One who created us, the One who 

abides with us, the One who will sustain us in all things at all times. The One has a name, Jesus. He is our peace 

and He gives us peace as we put our trust in Him.  Through the storm, the fog and the darkness, He is with us.  

 We are told in Proverbs 3, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not unto your own understanding, 

in all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your path.” We trust, we lean, we acknowledge, and He 

will direct. In other words, life goes on and in each of life’s experiences we slowly learn and grow in our faith 

and walk with the Lord. And what we learn hopefully we pass unto others encouraging them in their walk with 

the Lord. 

 So in life’s storms, fogs, and times of darkness, trust in the One who is ever present and discover that 

life’s lessons are God’s opportunities to learn and grow in your faith. 

 

       Yours in Christ, 

                                                                                                Pastor Doug 
 

 

 



 

 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY 

WEDNESDAYS FROM 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

 

I invite you to come and join with us as we work 

our way through Ken Boa’s book, “Conformed to 

His Image, Biblical and Practical Approaches to 

Spiritual Formation.” Ken Boa writes, ‘The spiritual 

life is an all-encompassing, lifelong response to 

God’s gracious initiatives in the lives of those 

whose trust is centered in the person and work of 

Jesus Christ. Biblical spirituality is a Christ-

centered orientation to every component of life 

through the meditating power of the indwelling 

Holy Spirit.  

 

Each week we will be answering questions that Boa 

raises as he writes about the twelve facets or 

approaches to spiritual life that challenge us to 

contemplate new ideas, reflect on our own lives, 

and then begin to implement new ways of walking 

the Christian life.  

 

We will meet every Wednesday evening during the 

month of October except the 31st. I would love to 

see you join us. The book that we are using costs 

about $17.00 and can be ordered quickly. If you are 

not sure if you want to come, give it a try. You have 

nothing to lose. 

 

Mission News! 
 

Greetings, 
 
Imagine being unable to walk, or to ambulate 
without an assistive device if the need arose?  
Unfortunately, many people living in 
impoverished nations face this situation all too 
often.  This is where Wheels for The World 
comes in.  It is a mission started by Joni Earekson 
Tada.  “Wheels for the World provides the gift of 
mobility and hope of the gospel to those affected 
by disability worldwide. People with limited 
mobility are tragically often excluded from life in 
their communities because they have no way of 
moving around. Receiving a wheelchair allows 
them to attend school and church, therefore 
becoming part of their communities and villages, 
changing their lives forever.” (from their website 
https://www.joniandfriends.org) 

 
 
First Congregational Church helps serve this 
mission, spearheaded by Marshall and Cindy 
Dunbar, the State Coordinators of CT Chair Corps. 
Cindy shared an update of what they were able to 
accomplish this summer: 
 Our CT Chair Corps team and 21 volunteers loaded 
a 53 foot semi-trailer with over 1700 mobility items 
destined for a refurbishing center in California on 
August 13th. A breakdown: 387 wheelchairs, 550 
walkers, 635 pairs of crutches and 180 canes. 
 
 We currently have collected just over 300 chairs 
this calendar year. We pray the Lord leads us to 
locate another 100 before the end of the year. We 
pray to exceed last year's 385 chairs. 
 
 We are blessed to welcome to the CT Chair Corps 
two new members, Ron and Terrilynn Krampitz, 
from Seymour, CT. We also have Ms. Jean Fine, of 
Old Greenwich, who has expressed interest in 
becoming a Chair Corps member, as well.  
 
 We pray that Sanford, the WFTW truck, will 
continue to serve the ministry well. He has a leak in 
the transmission somewhere and we have begun 
to investigate what will be involved to determine 
the location of and reparation of the leak. Please 
pray that the Lord will lead us to the correct people 
and places to achieve this for Him. 
Remember...DON’T THROW THEM AWAY! 
CHANGE A LIFE WITH THEM! 
 
Cindy and Marshall Dunbar III 
Chair Corps CT 
State Coordinator 
Wheels for the World 
Joni and Friends, IDC 
203-235-4686 
God Bless,  
Yours Missions Board: Jean Dunning, John 
Savvides, and Marie Tong. 
 
“And my God will supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”- 
Philippians 4:19

https://www.joniandfriends.org)/


Sunday School 

 
Rally Day was a great success.  Big thanks to the CE Board for a great kick-off to our Sunday school year.  I am 

very thankful for all their hard work.  I’d also like to thank the Sunday school teachers and substitutes for their 

dedication to the children in our church. 

 

Pre-K & K – Phyllis & Scott Baecker, Rosemary Organek 

1st & 2nd – Pam Jones, Nick DiBattista 

3rd, 4th & 5th – Marshall Dunbar, Dana Greco 

Pre-Confirmation – Sue VanVeldhuisen, Katie Nelson 

Confirmation – Ginny Pierson, RoseMary Fredericks 

Substitutes – Lorrie Huffaker, Marie Ortiz, Tammy Steele, Nancy Herrera  

 

Our theme this year is “Jesus Hears our Prayer” and we started off our year discussing prayer.  Then we will 

move onto Old Testament lessons.  We will be going back to having our group classes on Communion Sunday, 

so our first one will be Sunday, October 7th. 

 

We do have a couple of youngsters who could use the Nursery and are looking for volunteers to cover the 

nursery.  We will need 2 adults each week.  If you are interested and willing, please see me or a CE Board 

member. 

 

Thank you all for your support of our children and the Sunday school.  God Bless You! 

 

Sincerely, Dana Greco, Superintendent 

 

Youth Group 

 
The Youth Group also kicked off on Rally Day with 7 youth attending.  We had a lot of fun getting our newly 

refurbished Youth Group room set up and organized over the past 2 weeks.  A BIG THANKS to Rich 

Trommer, Pam Jones & Pastor Doug for all their hard work, cleaning & painting.  It looks great!!  We will be 

beginning a 12 week study on prayer during the month of October, along with making prayer bracelets and 

angels for our Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.  If you are interested in contributing a shoebox, there are 

some assembled boxes on the bench in the Sunday school area.  Please feel free to take one (or 2 or 3…), fill it 

and return it to the Youth Group.  A plastic bin will also be placed in the Narthex if you would like to donate 

individual items to go in a shoebox.  We will need all shoeboxes returned by Sunday, November 11. 

 

Our schedule for October, November & December is as follows: 

October 7th – No meeting 

October 14th – Feed Your Neighbor Walk - No meeting 

October 21st – In-House meeting 4:00 – 5:30 pm 

October 28th – In-House meeting 4:00 – 5:30 pm 

November 4th – Operation Christmas Child shopping trip (after church with lunch).  11:00 am – 2:00 pm 

November 11th – In-House meeting 4:00 – 5:30 pm 

November 18th – OCC Truck packing – more information to follow 

November 25th – No meeting 

December 2nd – In-House meeting (possibly Christmas Caroling at Pilgrim Manor/Pineview) 

December 9th – Youth Group Christmas party & pot-Luck – 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 

Scott Conquest & Dana Greco 

Youth Group Leaders 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Deacon Board

 
“Simplify Life and Enjoy it More” 
  
“Do you long for the simple life?... If you’ve ever said to yourself, “Stop the world, I want to get 
off,” then you’re probably a good candidate for simplicity. 
  
But what does that mean? You may hear the word simplicity and right away think of self-
imposed poverty or lowered ambitions. You may think of the simple life as an empty, boring, 
existence. Think again. 
  
Simplicity doesn’t take away from your life….quite the opposite, when you identify those 
things and those people who are really important to you, your life takes on more meaning 
because you proactively choose to do those things that will increase the quality of your life. 
The net result is that your life is richer, not poorer….. 
  
Keep this thought in mind: The reason our lives are so complicated is that we’re too self-
centered. Richard Foster writes that, “Simplicity means moving away from total absorption in 
ourselves…to being centered in…God.” 
  
God isn’t the one who leads you to a more complicated life (and more stress). You get there 
quite well all by yourself. God wants you to give the small stuff and the stress of your life over 
to Him. When you trust God and let Him take the lead in your life, you will find that your life 
will be more peaceful and more productive. You will naturally want to clear out the clutter to 
make more room for God. 
  
Thomas Kelly wrote that, “Our deepest need is not food and clothing and shelter, important as 
they are. It is God.” 
  
From: “God is in the Small Stuff and it all matters” by Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz 
  
Lorrie Huffaker, for the Deacon Board 



    Cromwell, CT 
 
Did you know that the Cromwell Human Services: 

 Operates a "Client Choice Food Pantry" providing Perishable and Non-Perishable 
food to Cromwell Residents 

 Provided food to 128 families, 134 adults and 76 children 

 Supplied "Back to School" backpacks, supplies, and lunchbox/snack food items to 
91 children for the 2018-2019 school year 

 Gave out Gift Cards to Payless for Back to School Shoes to 56 children 

 Provided food baskets to 113 households at Thanksgiving 

 Provided food baskets to 115 households at Christmas 

 Provided food baskets to 69 families at Easter 

 Collected and distributed Christmas gifts for 47 families, 97 children 

Cromwell Human Services would not be able to provide the above assistance without the generous 
donations from individuals, organizations, and businesses in Cromwell and they are grateful for the 
support! Hunger does not take a day off and as a result of everyone's generosity, the Cromwell Food 

Pantry is able to provide food to its neediest of residents throughout the year. 
However, the need continues to grow. 

"Feeding Our Neighbors Walk" is a 2.7 mile walk with all of the 

proceeds benefitting the Food Pantry at Cromwell Human Services. 

Each walker is encouraged to get sponsors from family, friends and businesses. All money 

should be collected ahead of time and handed in the day of the walk. If you are unable to walk, 

but would like to help, you can drop off financial donations or bags of food at Bethany 

Lutheran Church from 12:30 — 3:00 p.m. on the day of the walk. Items needed are: Stuffing, 
Cranberry Sauce, Mashed Potato Mix, Mac and Cheese, Cake Mix and Frosting, Fried Onions, 

Turkey Gravy Mix and Corn Bread Mix. 

Civic groups and clubs are invited to participate in the Golden Sneaker Challenge. The encased 
Golden Sneaker will be presented at the Community Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, 

November 20th at 7:30 p.m. at Bethany Lutheran Church, 50 Court Street in Cromwell to the 

organization whose walkers raise the most money. 

Sponsor sheets can be picked up at Cromwell Human Services, 41 West Street or one of the local 

churches. For more information call 860-632-3449. 

 

Sunday, October 14, 2018  

1:00 p.m — 3:00 p.m. 
A fundraiser for the 

CROMWELL FOOD PANTRY 

Organized by Cromwell Churches in Support 
of Cromwell Human Services 

Registration begins at 12:30 p.m. 

at Bethany Lutheran Church, 50 Court Street  



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/1Apple.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/freshcuts.htm&h=181&w=162&sz=2&tbnid=fgfkqNRwZDor5M:&tbnh=89&tbnw=80&prev=/search?q=apple+drawing&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=apple+drawing&usg=__3H6jX-MxN5Vt32XYvT30LP-EouE=&sa=X&ei=O_cVUoogsrHgA7KZgYAE&ved=0CB4Q9QEwAg


 

Cromwell Youth Services 

 

 
“Thank you for your generous contributions to our 

2018 Back-To-School Program.” 

 

Each year, with the assistance of the Salvation 

Army, local Civic Organizations, St. John Church, 

First Congregational Church, Cromwell Merchants, 

Local Businesses, and numerous caring individuals, 

we are able to provide backpacks, school supplies 

and Payless shoe vouchers to many low income 

Cromwell families.  

 

Distribution day was Wednesday, August 22, 2018 

for preschool through high school aged children in 

our Cromwell community. 

48 Families and 91 children sincerely appreciate 

your generosity! Thank you again for your 

thoughtfulness.  

 

St. Vincent DePaul 

 
Dear Friends,  

 

Thank you so much for providing such a wonderful 

Sunday evening meal for our guests on August 19th.  

They enjoyed the delicious meal of 

pulled pork grinders, pickles, cole 

slaw, desserts, and lemonade.  

What a great meal you provided 

for our guests. They thoroughly enjoyed it!  

 

You will be happy to know that you served 85 

meals. We also appreciate the 8 volunteers who did 

a wonderful job serving and cleaning up afterward. 

You are all to be commended for a job well done.  

 

Sincerely,  

Zully Torres  

Administrative Assistant  

Program Coordinator  

 

 

 

October Schedule 
 

Deacons:  

10/07 – John Tomasulo  

10/14 – Pat Czerwonka 

10/21 – Lorrie Huffaker  

10/28 – Elaine Jones  

 

Ushers:  

10/07 – Carolyn and Gary Decko  

10/14 – Debbie Johnson and Pat Whitney  

10/21 – Pam Jones and Dana Greco  

10/28 – Karla and Scott McClain  

 

Sound System:  

10/07 – Jim Steele 

10/14 – Rick Dansereau 

10/21 – John Savvides 

10/28 – Rick Dansereau 

 

Flowers:  

10/07 – Pat Czerwonka  

10/14 – Rosemary Organek  

10/21 – Open Flower Date  

10/28 – Nancy and Tom Clayton  

 

Coffee Hour:  

10/07 – Need a Volunteer  

10/14 – Tom Clayton  

10/21 – Sunday School  

10/28 – Need a Volunteer  

 

Thank you to all who volunteer and help each 

Sunday with the above schedule and activities.  

 

Do you enjoy a cup of coffee, tea or perhaps a 

cool drink after Sunday services?  Then please 

consider signing up to host or help with a coffee 

hour.  If you do not feel comfortable hosting 

consider bringing a treat we can serve (fruit, cheese, 

vegetables, baked goods – store bought works, too).  

Nancy Clayton will take care of making the coffee 

and tea.  If you have any questions please ask 

Nancy.  Sign-up sheets for coffee hour are on the 

bulletin board in the Social hall. 

 

 



 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

October 18, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from 

the different boards, review the church budget, and 

discuss any new business of the church. The Board 

members are either the Chairman or alternate of 

each board, Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and 

two Members at Large. The Members at Large are 

to represent the church as a whole and are available 

to you, the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed within 

the church, to express your opinion about any 

issues, or to share with them how you feel things 

are within the church, both the positive and 

negative. Your representatives are James Steele 

(860) 632-8624 and Phyllis Baecker (860) 635-

4380. Please feel free to call them or see them at 

church and talk with them.  

 

 

 
Financials 

 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, 

we will keep everyone up to date on a monthly basis 

as to how the church finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: August 31, 2018 

Income:            $111,363.32 

Expense:            $125,772.98 

Income (Under) Expenses:    ($14,409.66)    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Ladies Daytime Fellowship potluck luncheon 

will begin on October 3rd at noon.  We will have a 

signup sheet available to host.  This month Judith 

Trepanier and Tammy Steele are our hostesses. All 

ladies are welcome to attend.  Please bring your 

favorite dish. Dessert, coffee and tea will be 

provided. Join us for a great time of fellowship.  

 

 

Tag Sale 
  

A big shout out for all of you who have donated so 

many treasures to our tag sale/vintage tables! We 

have so many exciting items, be sure to check it out 

on November 3rd, bring a friend! We are continuing 

to accept donations but please note anything 

received after October 14th will be put aside for 

2019. Talk to Jean or Karen if you have any special 

vintage housewares that you’d like to donate to this 

year’s table. If you can donate your time to this 

year’s Nutmeg Fair please see Lorrie Huffaker. 

Come for an hour and stay for lunch! 
 

 “Military Whist” 
 

Thanks to all for donations to the raffle and those 

who sold admission, 50/50 and Raffle tickets.  

 

Many compliments were received from the players 

on the great raffles, and refreshments. Thanks to 

those who provided them and the servers who kept 

the kitchen in order.  

 

Thanks to all for their help with cleanup and Rich 

for setting up tables and chairs for the games and 

cleanup.  

 

A successful and fun evening was enjoyed by all. 

The Military Whist fundraiser raised $617.00 for 

the church.  

 

Joyce Norman 

Event Chair  



 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off  is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The Church Secretary’s hours are: Mon. –  

    Thurs. 9 – 3 p.m. She is off on Friday.  

7. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell 

 

 

  

Common Threads 

 
Common Threads will start back up on Monday, 
October 8, 2018 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room. If 

you like to knit or crochet and are looking for a 

meaningful service opportunity, please come and 

join us.  Our schedule will be determined after our 
first meeting.  
 

 

Mum for Mom’s Fundraising 
 

We would like to thank all who purchased mums 

from us this year. We had a superior sale this year 

and we made $1,349.00.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:fcchurch01@snet.net
http://www.fcccromwell.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130


October 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

1 

7:00 PM 

Deacon 

Board 

Meeting  

2 

7:00 PM 

Choir  

3 

12:00 PM 

Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Potluck 

Luncheon  

7:00 PM 

Bible Study  

4 5 6 

7 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service Communion 

and Group Class  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  8  

6:30 PM 

Common 

Threads  

9 

7:00 PM 

Choir  

10 

7:00 PM 

Bible Study  

11 12 13 

8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

14 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service and Sunday 

School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM Feed Your 

Neighbor Walk  

15 16 

7:00 PM 

Choir  

17 

7:00 PM 

Bible Study  

18 

10:00 AM 

Elim Clergy  

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board  

19 20 

21 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service and Sunday 

School  

10:45 AM Sunday 

School Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Youth Group - 

In house meeting  

22 

7:00 -9:00 

PM  
Charter Oak 

Flutes Dress 

Rehearsal 

23 

7:00 PM 

Choir  

24 

7:00 PM 

Bible Study  

25 26 

6:30 PM Al-

Anon 

Meeting  

27 

8:30 AM Pie 

Baking  

28 

9:30 AM Worship 

Service and Sunday 

School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

10:45 AM Tag Sale 

Moving Day  

3:00 PM Charter Oak 

Flute Choir  

4:00 PM Youth Group - 

In house meeting  

29 30 

7:00 PM 

Choir  

31 1 2 

Nutmeg Fair 

set-up 

3 

9:00 AM 

Nutmeg Fair  

 

https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/admin/addeditcalendarimage.aspx?cei=266391106&event_date=10/8/2018

