
 

EVERY SAINT HAS A PAST 

EVERY SINNER HAS A FUTURE 
 

 

Dear Members and Friends,               September, 2018 
 

I came across this saying in a reading that someone had chosen for their wedding. One of the guests asked me if 

I knew where it came from to which I replied “no.” They told me it was adapted from St. Augustine. What I 

love about this quote is that it humbles all saints and lifts up all sinners. For us as saints, we have been blessed 

by the fact that we have been the recipients of God’s great love and for sinners, through God’s grace they have a 

future.  
 

Every saint was and is a sinner saved by grace, however, not every sinner will become a saint, for to become a 

saint, one must first acknowledge that they are a sinner, that on their own they cannot save themselves and then 

they ask Christ to forgive them of their sins and then turn their lives over to Him to serve and love in all that 

they do.    
 

When one becomes a Christian, God expects you to be a part of His church. That means that you find a church 

that preaches God’s Word, adheres to what is preached from the Bible and is involved. In I Corinthians 12 we 

find these words written about His church, “The Body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though 

all its parts are many, they form one body… Now the Body is not made up of one part, but of many… But in 

fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them just as He wanted them to be… Now you are the 

Body of Christ and each one of you is a part.” 
 

How then does this Body that is made up of many parts become one and work together? The key to this is found 

in the next chapter, I Corinthians 13. Our tendency is to think that this chapter on love is all about marriage and 

how a husband and a wife are to love and treat each other, but in reality, if you look at it in the context of I 

Corinthians between chapters 12 and 14, you see that it is really about how you and I are to love and treat each 

other. It’s about how the Body of Christ is to relate to each other and to the world.  
 

According to this passage, when the Love of Christ is first and foremost, the Body of Christ will function as a 

whole and as one. Paul begins chapter 14 with these words:  

 

“FOLLOW THE WAY OF LOVE.” 

 

The Bible tells us that they will know we are Christians by our love, our love for God, our love for each other, 

and our love for the world.  
 

So, as Saints who have a past, let us go out into the world and share the good news to those who do not know 

Christ, sinners, in order that they can have a future.  

          In His Love, 

 

                                                                                                                        Pastor Doug 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
LESSONS FROM PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE 

 

7/1 – TIMOTHY 

 -He didn’t come from the right background, half Jewish and half Greek, but God used him to reach 

              others. Your heritage isn’t a factor with God. 

 -He didn’t have a spiritual father, but a mother and grandmother who prayed for him. 

 -He wasn’t Paul, he was second string, but he always pointed to Paul as a model. He learned from  

             the best. 

 -He was instructed to avoid idle babble and arguments. 

 -Despite his health issues, God used him. 

 -He had a heart after God like Paul. 
 

7/8 – Speaker Deacon John Tomasulo: How to forgive 
 

7/15 – JEZEBEL – Things not to do 

 -She was manipulative and controlling, we are called to be submissive and serving. 

 -She worshipped other gods, we are called to worship God only and have no idols. 

 -She was sexually immoral and pushed others, we are called to be faithful to our spouses. 

 -She was into witchcraft and magic, our reliance is in God and His Spirit that lives within  

   us. 
 

7/22 – JUDAS 

 -Let us be careful how we judge others, we don’t know their past. When things happen  

   there is usually a past history behind it. 

 -Christ shows us how to treat others, He called Judas when he betrayed him, “friend” 

 -Sin is a slippery slope and gains momentum if not put in check. 

 -It is sadly possible to be associated with Jesus, hear His gracious words and witness his  

   wonderful works, yet refuse Him our heart’s allegiance. 
 

7/29 – ZACCHAEUS 

 -Zacchaeus represents all of us. We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

 -Are we, who love God, in any way blocking people from seeing Christ through what we say and do? 

 -People are drawn to Christ by an inner hunger for something more, they want that which will bring 

             them meaning and significance. 

 -Jesus spent a lot of time with sinners, who do you spend time with? 

 -When one encounters Christ face to face, you cannot help but be changed. 
 

8/5 – MARY AND MARTHA 

 -There is a time for everything, a time to serve and a time to sit and listen. 

 -Time spent with Jesus is never lost and no one can take it away from you. 

 -It is not uncommon to meet people who have an incredibly deep faith in God and His  

   Son, Jesus, yet they will challenge and question His ways. 

 -We need both Marthas who serve and Marys who sit and listen. 

 -We need to be both Marthas who serve and Marys who sit and listen. 
 

8/12 – MATTHEW THE TAX COLLECTOR 

 -Jesus is in the ministry of restoration, giving us new life and new opportunities. 

 -Jesus doesn’t come to us when we meet a certain standard; he meets us where we are, not  

   where we should be. 

 -Hospitality is when we open our homes and our lives to share with others what we have found in Jesus. 

             It happens in our homes, not the church. 

 -The greatest evangelist to your friends, neighbors and co-workers is you, not the minister. 
 



 

 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 

On Wednesday, August 15th, Wanda Waters passed away quietly in her home surrounded by her family. A 

memorial service was held at the church on Saturday, August 25 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

1. Should for any reason you be admitted to Middlesex Hospital, please let them know that you are a member of 

First Congregational Church in Cromwell and ask them to let Pastor Doug know you are a patient. They will not 

notify us unless you give them permission. This is a new policy that has been put in place. 

2. The Youth Room in the lower Christian Education Wing has had a complete face lift. A lot of clutter has 

been tossed, ceiling and walls were painted, and door frames are being painted. The floor will be stripped and 

waxed. A new media center has been set up and new storage cabinets for youth material has been purchased 

3. Two new head sets have been purchased for the Hearing Aids that will allow the wearers to hear the service 

better. 

4. The “Things You Should Know about the Church” manual located in the copier room has been updated.  

5. Rich Trommer stripped and waxed the Fellowship Hall and the floor looks like new. 

6. Our manual “Dealing with Sexual Misconduct” is being updated and all church employees, Sunday school 

teachers, substitute teachers, and youth workers are being required by our insurance agency to be finger printed 

and have background checks done.  

7. Ginny Pierson and Renate Varricchio have been going through all the filed music, making room for new 

material as it is purchased. Some vintage music will be available for sale at the fair. 

8.  The Executive board and the Deacon board are nearing completion of the review and update of the church 

constitution and will be presenting it to the congregation sometime in the fall. 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesday, September 12th 

 

On September 12th at 7:00 p.m. there will be an informational meeting in the Fellowship Hall for anyone who is 

interested in being part of the Wednesday evening Bible study group. We will be using the book “Conformed to 

His Image” written by Ken Boa. The book is about 12 disciplines or faucets that one can use to assist them in 

their spiritual growth. It is a well written book that will challenge its readers regarding their spiritual growth and 

discipline. Each discipline is broken down into 4 lessons with questions to answer and discuss. The cost of a 

new copy of the book is $24.99 or a slightly used copy for $12.99 and can be purchased through Christian Book 

Distributors in Peabody, MA.  

 

The purpose of the meeting on the 12th is to answer any questions and give a detailed summary of the class. I 

hope you plan on coming to join us for this exciting opportunity. 

 

See you there. 

 

  

 
 



Missions Board 

Greetings, 

I hope everyone had a blessed and enjoyable summer.  As fall is upon us it is nice to sit back and reflect on all 

the happenings during the summer months with mission updates.  Sjaan Waller wrote us sharing the exciting 

news that three volumes from the Old Testament were completed in Bogota language for the people of 

Guayabero.  One volume is a summary of the Old Testament and the other two volumes are Genesis through 

Zachariah.  

God is good ALL THE TIME as Alex Crum shared with us the exciting news that they got enough pledges to 

be released by Wycliffe to start their new work in Language technology with SIL in Texas.  They thanked us for 

our continuing support. 

It was a bitter sweet pot luck dinner we shared during the summer with a visit from Al and Susan Bousch, as we 

wished them blessings on their upcoming retirement.  Al shared with us a list of languages in the world that still 

needing translating in their native language.  The total number was 1,600!  To represent how many that actually 

was they took a stack of computer paper and unfolded it with the names of the languages, the paper was able to 

stretch out the length of the hall downstairs! Our congregation was able to bless the Bousch’s with a love 

offering of $600.  Thank you to all who attended this very special evening.   

Your Missions Board, 

Jean Dunning, Marie Tong, and John Savvides 

“And the gospel must first be preached to all nations.”-Mark 13:10 





  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/1Apple.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/freshcuts.htm&h=181&w=162&sz=2&tbnid=fgfkqNRwZDor5M:&tbnh=89&tbnw=80&prev=/search?q=apple+drawing&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=apple+drawing&usg=__3H6jX-MxN5Vt32XYvT30LP-EouE=&sa=X&ei=O_cVUoogsrHgA7KZgYAE&ved=0CB4Q9QEwAg


    “MILITARY WHIST” 

                                        (Card Party) 

                            First Congregational Church  

                   355 Main St. (Rte. 99) Cromwell, CT 

                              Thursday, September 20, 2018  

                   Doors open @ 5:30 p.m. - $7/person  

                                 Free refreshments 

                   1st hand starts promptly @ 6:30 p.m.  

                     (game instruction by Kevin Welch) 

     NO EXPERIENCE OR RESERVATION REQUIRED 

              (EASY TO LEARN – SETBACK HELPFUL)     

   All welcome – have fun with family, friends, and neighbors  

                        Raffle prizes  Door Prizes 

                     (donations support community projects)  

                        Contacts: Church Office (860) 635-4806  

                                               Parking                                                       

                                                      

                                                     Main Street  

        Come play, easy to learn! Bring a friend or a team of 4! Make new friends!  

 

  



 
 

Common Threads 
 
Common Threads will start back up on Monday, 
September 10th, 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room. If 

you like to knit or crochet and are looking for a 

meaningful service opportunity, please come and 

join us.  Our schedule will be determined after our 
first meeting.  
 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

September 20, at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the 

different boards, review the church budget, and 

discuss any new business of the church. The Board 

members are either the Chairman or alternate of 

each board, Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and 

two Members at Large. The Members at Large are 

to represent the church as a whole and are available 

to you, the congregation, to talk with about any 

concerns that you feel need to be addressed within 

the church, to express your opinion about any 

issues, or to share with them how you feel things 

are within the church, both the positive and 

negative. Your representatives are James Steele 

(860) 632-8624 and Phyllis Baecker (860) 635-

4380. Please feel free to call them or see them at 

church and talk with them.  

 

 

 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, 

we will keep everyone up to date on a monthly basis 

as to how the church finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: July 31, 2018 

Income:            $101,381.43 

Expense:            $109,653.94 

Income (Under) Expenses:      ($8,272.51)    

  

 

 

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is  

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

5. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

6. The Church Secretary’s hours are: Mon. –  

    Thurs. 9 – 3 p.m. She is off on Friday.  

7. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. 

    Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

8. Facebook, find us listed at First      

    Congregational Church Cromwell 

 

Frank and Florence Pierson Scholarship 

Dear First Congregational Church and Mr. and Mrs. 

Robert Daley,  

Thank you so much for awarding me with the Frank 

& Florence Pierson Scholarship. I am very honored 

to have received it and it will go towards my tuition 

at Western New England University. Thank you 

again!  

Love,  

Jen Arling 

mailto:fcchurch01@snet.net
http://www.fcccromwell.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130


 
 

Men’s Breakfast at Mitchell’s on Main 

8:00 A.M.  

September 8th  
 

 

 

 

“MILITARY WHIST” 

Card Party – September 20, 2018 

Mark your calendar and save the date for a fun night 

out with family, friends, neighbors, join in on 

another set, and make new friends. No experience 

required, each game coordinated by Kevin Welch. 

Proceeds benefit the Church General Fund.  

Requirements for a successful event: 

 Co-chair 

 Raffle tickets (Gift cards or certificates from 
your local business, eatery, salon, shop, gas 

station or market) 

 Raffle items or prepared baskets  

 Items to make a basket  

 Door prizes needed  

 Volunteers to provide light refreshments at 

4:30 p.m.   

 Volunteers to sell tickets (admission, raffles, 
50/50 at 5:30 p.m.  

 Volunteers to help with drawings/raffles at 

end of games.  

A church letter and a flyer with game details is 

available. Please take a flyer to display at your local 

market, shop, or restaurant.  

Completed baskets, items for raffles and/or door 

prizes may be left in the closet by the fellowship 

hall. Please mark for the whist. (See me after church 

if you have gift cards.)  

Questions? See me after church or call (860) 635-

9434.  

Joyce Norman, 

Event Chair 

September Schedule 

Deacons: 

9/02 – John Tomasulo 

9/09 – Pat Czerwonka 

9/16 – Lorrie Huffaker 

9/23 – Elaine Jones 

9/30 – Lorrie Huffaker 

 

Sound System:  

9/02 – Rick Dansereau 

9/09 – John Savvides 

9/16 – Jim Steele 

9/23 – Rick Dansereau 

9/30 – Jim Steele 

 

Flowers:  

9/02 – Ginny Pierson 

9/09 – John Tomasulo 

9/16 – Marshall and Cindy Dunbar 

9/23 – RoseMary Frederick 

9/30 – Open Flower Date 

 

Coffee Hour:  

9/02 – Volunteers Needed 

9/09 – C.E. Board – Ice Cream Social 

9/16 – Volunteers Needed 

9/23 – Volunteers Needed 

9/30 – Volunteers Needed 

 

Ushers:  

9/02 – Carolyn and Gary Decko 

9/09 – Debbie Johnson and Lorrie Huffaker 

9/16 – Marie Tong and Jean Dunning 

9/23 – Rob Foberg and Joyce Norman 

9/30 – Terri and Joe Fischer 

 

 



Do you enjoy a cup of coffee, tea or perhaps a 

cool drink after Sunday services?  Then please 

consider signing up to host or help with a coffee 

hour.  If you do not feel comfortable hosting 

consider bringing a treat we can serve (fruit, cheese, 

vegetables, baked goods – store bought works, too).  

Nancy Clayton will take care of making the coffee 

and tea.  If you have any questions please ask 

Nancy.  Sign-up sheets for coffee hour are on the 

bulletin board in the Social hall. 

 

 

 

Deacon Board 

 
Recently I read an article of a famous painting 

entitled “The Seamstress” by Anna Blunden.  Art 

critics focus on the working conditions that the 

Seamstress has to work under in London during the 

late 1800s.  However, I focused more on her faith, 

her desire to call upon God during those difficult 

and trying times. 

This Labor Day weekend not only should we pause 

and appreciate the work we and others have worked 

for and accomplished, but we should also stop and 

thank God for what He has given us.  He has 

provided so much from the materials to create 

goods to the knowledge and skills to produce a 

product, develop a solution or pass knowledge onto 

others.  So, just as Anna Blunden illustrated, it is 

right to give thanks even when conditions aren’t to 

our liking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cromwell Food Pantry 

Dear Pastor Doug and Parishioners,  

Thank you so much for your generous donation of 

35 pounds of food to Cromwell Food Pantry. Our 

families will benefit greatly from your donation.  

We continue to be grateful to you for your support 

of the Cromwell Human Service Department.  

Sincerely,  

Lisa Olson  

Human Services Assistant 

 

 

  

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/76/Anna_Blunden_-_"For_Only_One_Short_Hour"_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg


September 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

27 28 29 30 31 1 

2 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

3 

 
Office 

Closed!  

4 5 6 7 8 

 
8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

8:00 AM Mum 

Sale in the 

Church 

Parking Lot  

9  
9:30 AM Rally Day 

Worship Service  

10:45 AM Ice Cream 

Social and Coffee Hour 

4:00 PM Youth Group 

Open House  

10 
6:30 PM 

Common 

Threads  

7:00 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

11 

 
7:00 PM Choir  

12 
 
7:00 PM 

Bible Study  

13 14 15 

16 
9:30 AM Worship Service 

and Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

10:45 AM Finance and 

Property Board Meeting 

4:00 PM Youth Group In 

House  

17 18 
7:00 PM Choir  

19 20 
6:30 PM 

Military Whist  

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board Meeting  

21 
6:30 PM Al-

Anon Meeting  

22 

23 
9:30 AM Worship Service 

and Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Youth Group In 

House 

24 
4:00 PM 

Historical 

Society 

Potluck 

Supper and 

Program  

25 
7:00 PM Choir  

26 27 28 29 

30 
9:30 AM Worship Service 

and Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Youth Group In 

House 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 



Jesus Hears Our Prayers  

 
This is the theme for the 2018-2019 

Sunday School Year.  Please join us on 

Sunday, September 9, 2018 at 9:30 am for 

Rally Day.  An Ice Cream Social will follow 

the church service. 

 
  

 
 
 

Jeremiah 29:12~ 
Then you will call on me and come and 

pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 ~pray continually 

     

 

 
    
    

 
 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

           YOUTH GROUP 
 
 
 
 
The Youth Group will begin again on September 9, 2018 at 400 
pm in the Youth Group Room. 
 
Any Youth in 5th grade and above are invited and encouraged to 
come find out about our Youth Group.  We have brief lessons 
on the Sunday school theme, refreshments and game/fellowship 
time.  We also complete some Missions projects, including Feed 
My Starving Children and Operation Christmas Child. 
 
Our Youth Group Leaders are Scott Conquest and Dana Greco 
 
We’d love to have all our youth participate. 
 
 
Here is our schedule for September: 
 
Sunday, September 9th –   4 – 5:30 pm – Rally Day Open House 
Sunday, September 16th – 4 – 5:30 pm – In House 
Sunday, September 23rd – 4 – 5:30 pm – In House 
Sunday, September 30th – 4 – 5:30 pm – In-House 


