
Dear Members and Friends,                                         December 2017 

About right now, I am finding myself over whelmed, tired, and in need of a break. Trying to put together a 

few words of joyous celebration as we approach the “the most wonderful time of the year” just isn’t happening. 

So, I decided to go back and see if there was an old newsletter that I could touch up and submit. The following was 

written in 2003, but as I read it is really seemed appropriate and was encouraging to me. I have updated a few 

things. 

"Believe it or not, I have started writing this article, 8 or 9 times and I continue to hit a mental roadblock.  I 

get about a paragraph into it and then my mind goes blank and I just can’t seem to move forward.  Some would 

call this a ‘writer’s block’, others would say that I am not focused, and I’m sure others would say, ‘don’t bother’ 

we don’t read it anyway.  However, our church secretary has given me an ultimatum, have it on my desk by 9:00 

a.m. or the December newsletter goes out without your article.  So, here I sit at 5:00 a.m. the day it is due, 

fumbling over the keys trying to come up with some creative, thought provoking, life changing, earth shattering 

article that will so move you that your life will be changed forever.  (After 2 hours, I am more frustrated than ever 

and have decided to take a break and go for my 3
rd

 mug of coffee.) 

 While driving I found myself mentally processing what was happening and was able to rule out some of the 

reasons for not being able to write.  Lack of material was immediately scratched off, as I know that there is no end 

to what the scriptures have to offer us.  Seasonally appropriate material was not the problem, nor fatigue, though at 

times I may find myself nodding off.  As I continued to ponder my predicament, a thought began to develop.  

Throughout the scriptures, God would speak to His people through the lives of the prophets of old, using what they 

were going through to make His message more personal to His people.  Could this be what God was doing, but 

then I heard myself saying, ‘okay, but what ???????’” 

 I went back to some of my old Christmas articles and letters and so much of life hasn’t changed.  Lives are 

busy, hectic, chaotic, frustrating, over scheduled and the list goes on.  The Christmas story hasn’t changed. We 

continue to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior.  We remember Mary & Joseph, the Wise Men & shepherds, 

the star and Bethlehem, the birth of Jesus and the death of so many innocent children.  So what has changed?  

CHANGED! 

 That’s it!  My life has had some big changes.  Traditions of 32 years are now changed and have to be re-

created, as my wife’s parents have retired to Florida.  Friends have moved and some has passed away.  Jobs in our 

family have changed and upset the basket and the list seems to never end.  Now that I think of it, almost all of the 

families in our church have been going through some kind of life altering experience.  (My accident back in 

January has caused me to look at life a lot differently. I will never again take the gift of life and breath for granted, 

I will take each day and live it to its fullest, I will give thanks for the good and the bad because I know that God is 

with me.) 

 However, isn’t that what happened in the Bible as we read the Christmas story?  Talk about life changing.  

The announcement of the angel to Mary, Joseph, the wise men, and the shepherds altered everything.  Yet as we 

read the Bible today, we can see the hand of God involved and how He, in the midst of chaos, created something 

beautiful.  No different than creation.   

 Is this any different than our own lives? I wonder if sometimes we are so caught up in the now that we fail 

to see the larger picture.  We lose sight when we take our eyes off the creator, the one who is in control.  We begin 

to doubt when we fail to put our trust in the Lord.  Maybe, just maybe, we need to step back and ask God to help 

us see through His eyes, to know the ‘mysteries of Christ’ as it is revealed in our own lives and seek understanding 

as to what it is that God wants to do and accomplish in our lives, our families lives, and the life of our church. 

 Come to think of it, the change is within me, as I grow in my understanding and relationship with the Lord, 

I find that my faith is being strengthened, my hope renewed, my walk with the Lord deepened.   

 Lord, my prayer for all of us is that the joy and meaning of Christmas may come alive in each of our lives 

that we may continue to be changed by the One who is in the life changing business.   

 From my family to yours, have a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!                                                                                        

 

                                                                                                                                               Pastor Doug 

 



I started in December of 2016 sharing with you “50 Lessons for Life’s Little Detours”, from the book written by 

Regina Brett titled, “God Never Blinks,” and will continue to do so each month. This month we will look at lesson 

33-35. 

Lesson 30: The Passage of Time Heals Almost Everything, Give Time Time. 

Lesson 31: No Matter How Good or How Bad a Situation is, It Will Change. 

Lesson 32: Your Job Won’t Take Care of You When You Are Sick, BUT Your Friends Will. Stay in Touch 

with Them. 

Lesson 33: Believe in Miracles. 

I, Pastor Doug have learned to redefine the definition of the word, “Miracle.” I use to think that miracles were 

supernatural interventions where God completely healed someone, restored, made whole. Now, I have come to 

believe that miracles occur in many ways. Sometimes, it’s the grace to get through the difficult times, sometimes 

there are things that are happening as a result of an incident that on their own would never have happened, and 

other times it’s defying all odds and moving forward, but in a whole new way that is very different, but requires a 

miracle.  

 Regina begins this lesson with the words, “The doctor tried to break the news as gently as possible.” You 

know how when you’re little and you ask for a pony. You pray and hope for it and you never get it. Well, this is 

that same type of situation. Sometimes you don’t get the pony. She ends with, “We got the pony, but it is not what 

we wanted but what God had in store.” 

Lesson 34: God Loves You Because of Who God Is, Not Because of Anything You Did or Didn’t Do. 

God loves us because of who God is, not because of who we are. God loves me because it is God’s nature to love. 

I can’t earn that love, I can’t lose that love. I am enough not because I am enough, but because God is.  

Lesson 35: Whatever Doesn’t Kill You Really Does Make You Stronger. 

Trials and tribulations like cancer and divorce, loss of health, income, or a loved one can either kill you or make 

you stronger. She had a double mastectomy and talks about how she came to reconcile herself to the fact that she 

no longer had two breasts. It was a process over time, but she came to the conclusion that it was not the size of her 

breasts that determined who she was, but the size of her heart. It’s up to me to decide who I am, how I look, what 

it means to be attractive, or powerful, or successful, or happy apart from what anyone else says. Life is worth the 

fight. 

 

FOOD BASKETS AVAILABLE 
 FOR CHRISTMAS 

 

One of the things that we are able to do as a church is bless others through special gifts that have been 

donated by individuals and groups to help those in need.  In the past, during the holidays, we have been able to 

provide food baskets to families and individuals who have either been struggling financially or are in dire need of 

help.  It is not our intention to duplicate what the town is able to provide, but to give to those who may not qualify, 

but are in need.  All names are held in confidence. If you know of someone who could benefit from this, please 

call Pastor Doug in the next couple weeks. 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS WISH LIST FOR THOSE THEY HELP 
Each year, St. Vincent De Paul gives out to over 200 people gift cards and hygiene products. If you would like to 

help, there are two things you could do. One, ORDER (deadline 12/3) one or more $20.00 gift cards from Jean or 

Karen to send to them. Two, buy any of the following personal hygiene product to be dropped off by Sunday, 

December 18 at 10:00 a.m.( Deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, razors, toothpaste, single tooth brushes, soap, 

combs, and lotions. There will be a basket in the narthex for any and all donations. Thank you for whatever you 

can give. 
 

  



SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

December is our favorite month in Sunday school. We celebrate the birth of Jesus through stories, 

songs, and our Christmas pageant. Our first pageant rehearsal on November 18 kicked-off our 

celebration of the season. The Herrera family wrote the script for us this year and it is exciting! 

We think you will all enjoy the performance on Sunday, December 17 and hope you can all be 

there! 

                                          

What are you thankful for? That is exactly what we asked the congregation. On 

November12, hand-cut fall leaves were distributed and everyone was asked to 

fill in the statement, “I am thankful for…”  The children helped the adults staple 

their leaves to the bulletin board in the Sunday school wing. Although it will be 

changed to a Christmas board in December, we are going to display the leaves in 

the social hall to remind everyone to give thanks every day. Take time to read 

them some Sunday.  

 

We thank all who donated to the Sunday school’s special collection on November 5 to help the youth group with 

Operation Christmas Child. Through your generosity we collected $276.25 to cover fees to ship the boxes to 

children in need. The preschool through grade 1 class constructed 6 boxes that day with help from Miss Emma, 

Mr. Scott, and Ms. Pam. It was a great project and we had fun putting the items in the box. The youth group had a 

successful collection and the Sunday school is proud to have been a part of the project! 

 

Our classroom studies have been very successful as well. The pre-confirmation class is busy learning the names 

and attributes of God. These names appear in different parts of the Bible and have different meanings. The two 

most common names are Yahweh and Elohim. Ask one of the pre-confirmation children to explain the meanings 

to you.  

 

The grades 5–7 class has continued their study of prayer. They have discussed all of the types of prayer and the 

key elements that create a prayer. They have written a class prayer and they are busy finalizing it for publication.  

We will put it in the next newsletter. They have just begun their study of the Old Testament with the story of 

Jacob. 

 

The children in preschool through grade 3 classes have been focused on the events leading up to the birth of Jesus. 

We all read, The Small One, by Alex Walsh. It is a story about a small donkey near the town of Nazareth who can 

no longer carry big loads like the younger donkeys. The donkey’s owner sends his son into town to sell the 

donkey, but no one is willing to buy him because he is so small. Finally, the boy meets a man who is in need of a 

donkey to carry his pregnant wife on a long journey. The man pays one silver coin for the donkey. The boy is 

happy that his donkey has a new, special purpose. This story has given the younger children a wonderful image 

about how God provided for Mary and Joseph’s long journey to Bethlehem. The book will be available in the 

church library. 

 

We wish all of you a happy holiday season. We love Jesus and are so excited to celebrate his birth! In the words of 

one of our youngest children, “I am thankful for God who gave us Jesus.” 

In His Service, 

Pam Jones  



 

Deacon Board  

As I write this, Thanksgiving is a short week away, 

and in a month, Christmas will be here.  What’s your 

favorite holiday memory?  Mine are connected to this 

time of the year: attending church in a festively 

decorated sanctuary, caroling, listening to special 

holiday music, going shopping with friends, sending 

Christmas cards, and getting together with friends and 

family. 

 

Take a few moments this busy season to reflect on the 

gift that our heavenly Father gave us over 2000 years 

ago – Jesus Christ, our Savior.  His coming brings us 

hope: His grace and compassion are needed now more 

than ever!   

 
 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.”                          Isaiah 9:6 

 

Have a very Merry Christmas!    Elaine Jones, on 

behalf of the Deacon Board 
 

 

 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship  

 
The Ladies Daytime Fellowship Potluck Luncheon 

will be on Wednesday, December 6
th

 at noon.  Joyce 

Norman and Nancy Clayton will be hostesses.  All 

ladies are welcome just bring your favorite dish.  

Coffee and dessert are provided.  

 
 

 

 

TAG SALE UPDATE 
The main event may be over, but we’re not done yet!  

The tag sale room has re-opened for donations. The 

bins are waiting for your no-longer-needed items. 

Need some charitable deductions for 2017? No 

problem, bring in your goods before 12/31 and take a 

form from the pocket on the outside of the door.  Did 

you know that we are selling sought after vintage finds 

on-line year round, for higher prices than a tag sale 

would bring? We also sold many interesting items at 

the fair on the vintage table, so please keep FCC in 

mind as you scale down or clean out. Right after 

Christmas is a popular time to weed out things in the 

household that have been replaced by gifts received. 

Reminder, we are no longer accepting furniture, 

electronics, VHS tapes and clothing. (Save your used 

clothing for the youth group clothing drive next 

spring.) 

 

We want to extend a HUGE thank you to all those who 

contributed to the success of the 2017 tag sale. It truly 

was a group project, from the sorting and pricing to the 

conga line to move the boxes upstairs, unpacking and 

arranging, selling, packing up the leftovers, etc. Phew! 

It took many hands to accomplish all that. Some of 

what was left was saved for the next sale, some items       

( 1656 pounds of housewares!) were ferried over to 

Savers in Newington, who will be cutting a check to 

FCC that the Tag Sale Committee has earmarked for 

Sunday school.  

 

STOP & SHOP GIFT 

CARDS 
Time to order gift cards for Christmas! Our deadline 

for special orders is December 3
rd

. The company that 

fills the orders requires extra time for orders this time 

of year, so please be mindful if you need many, to 

order them instead of waiting and hoping we still have 

extras. We will have cards for everyday shopping, as 

we always do, but these make great gifts or stocking 

stuffers and we sell a lot in December. If you are 

thinking about gifts for a hard-to-shop-for person, or a 

hair stylist, mail carrier, etc. these are good at Stop & 

Shop gas stations, too. 
 

 

 

 



 

    Missions  December  2017 

"And the angel said to them, 'Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 

the people.'"                                                                                                                                               

Luke 2:10                                                                                                                                                      

We have completed work on our Missions budget. We 

began by sending out letters to all of the missionaries 

we support. We asked them to send us a detailed 

account of what projects they were currently pursuing 

and how much time they spent on those projects. We 

got many very informative letters from them; it really 

helped us to know exactly what they are doing in the 

missions’ field. This has helped us with our decisions 

for 2018. We thought it would be interesting for the 

congregation to know more about them, too. For the 

next few months we will be featuring a missionary in 

the newsletter, with a synopsis of their letter. 

For December: Carol Culbertson (in her own words) 

“I have served with Cru since 1983 in various 

ministries. The First Congregational Church was very 

instrumental in sending me. I am so grateful for that 

and for the way this church was responsible for my 

spiritual growth as a teen!! I have been with the High 

School ministry for 4 years now and am more excited 

than ever. I think this is because my teen years were 

when I first understood that God had a plan for my life 

and called me to full-time Christian work. I see how 

open middle and high school students are to hearing 

about Jesus and discovering that He loves them and I 

love ministering to this age. 

  

 Cru is a 501(c3) corporation. I have attached a 

copy of our tax exempt certificate. 

 The purpose of Cru is to take part in helping to 

fulfill the Great Commission given by our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. (Matthew 28:18-20). 

Cru often refers to this purpose as “Win, 

Build, Send” - Win people to Christ, disciple 

them in the faith and send them on to reach 

others for Christ. This is done through the 

power of Christ in us, we can’t do it in our own 

strength. 

 I am full-time staff with Cru working on 

average 40 hours per week, but not confined to 

that when conferences or events call for more. 

 I work with the High School ministry of Cru. I 

help lead Cru clubs in local schools in Orlando 

as well as provide needed administrative 

backup such as setting up contracts when we 

plan our winter retreat for high school students, 

print flyers to spread the word, print and collect 

waivers/parental permission slips for the 

students, submit background checks for our 

volunteers because we work with minors. 

 Some week nights I’m involved with another 

staff woman leading a discipleship group with 

high school girls. Our High School ministry 

has just finished writing a new Bible study 

series specifically for high schoolers to teach 

them from the Bible and about walking with 

the Lord. These Bible studies are called 

“Thrive” and are available on line free of 

charge to anyone who would like to use them. 

You can access them at: 

http://www.cruhighschool.com/ministry-

tools/training on the right of the page click on 

Thrive Studies.” 

 We are excited to share that Carol will be joining us 

for Christmas this year!  She will be at our Sunday 

morning service on December 24. We hope you will 

come and hear her share what she has been doing 

recently, and plan to visit with her during coffee hour. 

We will be taking the missions offering on Dec. 24, 

instead of the 31
st
. 

Next month we will feature Ken and Cathie Metz. 

If you want to contact the missions board via e-mail, 

our new address is: fcccromwellmissions@gmail.com 

Your Missions Board, 

Marshall Dunbar, Jean Dunning and Marie Tong 

 

 

http://www.cruhighschool.com/ministry-tools/training
http://www.cruhighschool.com/ministry-tools/training
mailto:fcccromwellmissions@gmail.com


 

Christmas will be approaching us soon. This year 

when writing your cards; please take a moment to 

remember our Missionaries with a Christmas card and 

encourage them during this special time of the year.  

Below is a list of our Missionaries.  

 

Al and Susan Boush 

433 Black Hall Rd.  

Epsom, NH 03234 

 

Alex and Laura Crum (Gabriel, Carolyn, Bethany, 

Micah and Peter) 

7500 W. Camp Wisdom Rd.  

Dallas, TX 75236 

 

Gary and Carol Culbertson (Roy) 

13522 Lake Mary Jane Road 

Orlando, FL  32832    

 

Paul & Heini Euliano (Josiah and Gloria)  

705 Howard Drive 

Redding, CA 96001 

 

Ken and Cathie Metz 

37A Sunrock Mountain Rd. 

Blue Ridge, GA 30513 

 

Sjaan Waller 

104 Skyline Circle 

Heath, TX  75032-6612 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s E-mail address is 

douglasvanv@gmail.com 

5. The Pastor’s cell phone # is 860-638-8014. 

6. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

7. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

8. The Church Secretary’s hours are: Mon. – Thurs.  

9 – 3 p.m. she is off on Friday.  

9. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. Box 156, 

Cromwell, CT 06416 

10. Facebook, find us listed at First Congregational 

Church Cromwell 

11. Our twitter account is @fccbuzz 

 

 

 
 

Angel Tree 2017 
 

This year we will again have an angel tree in our 

sanctuary, a Christmas tree filled with tags of people 

who could use a special blessing from you this 

Christmas. Each tag will have a child’s name, age and 

gender of the child, and a suggestion of what they are 

wishing for this year. The tag MUST be returned with 

your gift, in order that they are delivered to the right 

person. 

The tree will go up on November 25, with the names 

ready for Sunday, November 26. Gifts will need to be 

brought to church on Sunday, December 3. This is a 

short window for shopping, just a week; we hope you 

will still want to participate in this opportunity to bless 

some less fortunate family in our community. 

mailto:fcchurch01@snet.net
mailto:douglasvanv@gmail.com
http://www.fcccromwell.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130


 
Thank you, everyone, for all you did to help make the 

Nutmeg Fair a success. We clearly had a better than 

average turnout. Extra efforts were made in publicity. 

The 37 Baskets were top notch. Vintage donations 

were outstanding. The Bake Sale was a complete 

sellout! The Snack Bar was in hyper drive. We had to 

ask people to stop shopping to come to the Basket 

Drawing. Here’s a preliminary total for each area: 

 

Basket Tea Cup Raffle: $1,246.00 

Tag Sale: $1,114.63 

Vintage: $500.00 

Bake Sale: $580.00 

Snack Bar & Apple Pie Sale: $1,019.75 

Tables Fees: $125.00 

 

Grand Total $4,585.38 
 

Special Thanks to Fair Weather Acres in Rocky Hill 

for their donation of the pumpkins! 

 

We would love to hear your ideas for next year! 

 

Ginny Pierson & Lorrie Huffaker 

 

       A Sweet Thank You!               

I want to express my heartfelt thanks to all the 

women, men, and young people (Melody and Keith!) 

who volunteered time and their expertise with pie 

preparation: ordering, making and filling special 

orders for the Fall fair. Thanks to the team of twenty 

or so workers who worked very hard peeling ALL 

those apples, rolling crusts, assembling the pies and 

adding “sweet spice and everything nice,” and those 

finishing the pies with special touches, bagging them, 

adding the baking instructions and organizing the 

finished products.  It was an assembly line like no 

other - 72 pies were made in one day and lots of great 

fellowship!  Each year it is especially nice to have so 

many men join our effort. Thanks also to Pam Jones 

who assisted our young folks.    

We appreciate all who ordered pies and supported this 

effort.  This was our best year yet!  Hope you have 

and will enjoy your pies! 

       

  Sue Van Veldhuisen  

 
 

I also wish to acknowledge the tireless efforts of 

“luncheon workers” who stood in the kitchen all day 

for the Fall Fair, making, prepping, and serving the 

yummy offerings of corn chowder (Terri Fischer’s 

special recipe), vegetable chili, egg and tuna salad, 

grilled cheese and tuna melt sandwiches, grilled 

burgers and hot dogs!  Special thanks to all: Josef 

Herz for donating the ice, Karen Gumkowski for 

donating water, Phyllis Baecker & Debbie Johnson for 

making great sandwiches and stirring the pots 

endlessly, Gary Decko who worked in all aspects 

including making great sandwiches and doing dishes, 

the high financier, Katrina Van Veldhuisen for 

collecting the orders and monies and holding people 

off from ordering lunch at 9:30 am, Scott Baecker, our 

“rain or shine” grill master extraordinaire, Dennis 

McMullen and Pam Jones for “rescuing” us when the 

orders were plenteous!  Pastor Doug and Bella 

Cordero also stepped in to assist. Please forgive me if 

I left anyone off this list.  The huge success of the Fair 

would not have been realized without all of you!  

Thank you, too, to all the folks who attended, 

purchased the good food, and supported our Fair!   

 

A very special thank you to Lorrie Huffaker and 

Ginny Pierson for their enormous effort in organizing 

the fair, for supporting all the workers, and for the 

inviting presentation to our church in every way.  It 

really does make a difference.   

Sue Van Veldhuisen  



 
 

 
 

Cancellations Due to Storms! 

In case of bad weather, Pastor Doug will contact NBC 

Connecticut and inform them if we are cancelling.   

There are a number of ways to look up this 

information and get up to the minute storm closing 

information.  

1. Watch NBC Connecticut News or Channel 3 

Eye Witness News 

2. Log onto nbcconnecticut.com or 

www.wfsb.com 

3. There is a NBC Connecticut App and Weather 

App or go to www.wfsb.com to sign up for 

CBS instant notification for your mobile phone 

and tablet.  

4. We are also partners with the following Clear 

Channel radio stations: 
 

 FM stations: 92.5, 95.7, 105.9  

AM stations: 1410 

Hopefully, we will have a mild winter and no 

cancellations.  

God Bless,  

The Church Office 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Please return or mail your order to the church office or 

place it in the offering plate in an envelope (with 

payment). 
 

I would like to order:  

 

___ Red poinsettia(s) 

___ White poinsettia(s) 

___ Pink poinsettia(s)  
 

Given by: 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

In (memory or honor) of: 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

The cost is $11.00 per plant. (The plants are in a 

wrapped 6-1/2” pot and are 12”-15” high with 5-7 

flowers.)  
 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS December 3, 2017  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For office use: Amount Paid $____, Check 

#____/Cash _____ Envelope # _____ 

 

 

 

http://www.wfsb.com/


 

 

 

 

Executive Board 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

December 21
st
 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from the 

different boards, review the church budget, and 

discuss any new business of the church. The Board 

members are either the Chairman or alternate of each 

board, Church Treasurer, Church Clerk and two 

Members at Large. The Members at Large are to 

represent the church as a whole and are available to 

you, the congregation, to talk with about any concerns 

that you feel need to be addressed within the church, 

to express your opinion about any issues, or to share 

with them how you feel things are within the church, 

both the positive and negative. Your representatives 

are James Steele (860) 632-8624 and Janet Hangland 

(860) 613-2894. Please feel free to call them or see 

them at church and talk with them.  

 

 
 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in January, we 

will keep everyone up to date on a monthly basis as to 

how the church finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: October 31, 2017 

Income:            $136,115.60 

Expense:            $148,389.17 

Income (Under) Expenses:   ($12,273.57)              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Schedule 

 
Deacons: 

12/03: Elaine Jones 

12/10: None 

12/17: None 

12/24: John Tomasulo 

12/31: Lorrie Huffaker 

 

Flowers:  

12/03: Pat and Ken Whitney  

12/10: Mr. Anthony Varricchio  

12/17: No flowers (Christmas Pageant) 

12/24: Christmas Flowers 

12/31: Deb and Kevin Johnson  

 

Sound System:  

12/03: Rick Dansereau  

12/10: Jim Steele 

12/17: Scott Baecker   

12/24: Rick Dansereau 

12/31: Jim Steele 

 

Coffee Hour:  

12/03: Carolyn Decko and Pat Whitney 

12/10: Volunteer Needed 

12/17: C.E. Board – Children’s Christmas Pageant 

12/24: Missions Board 

12/31: Volunteer Needed  

 

Ushers:  

12/03: Gary Decko and John Savvides 

12/10: Joyce Norman and Nancy Clayton 

12/17: Christmas Pageant – No Adult Ushers 

12/24: Debbie Johnson and Marshall Dunbar 

12/31: John Tomasulo and John Savvides 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Happy Birthday! 

 

George Damroth – 12/1 

Ben Bonafonte – 12/2  

Mary Ellen Schildwaster – 12/2  

Louis Carigliano – 12/3  

Debbie Hagel – 12/3  

Todd Mitchell – 12/5  

Katie Nelson – 12/6 

Stephen O’Brian – 12/6 

Teena Conquest – 12/7 

Rashad Baaquie – 12/9  

Patricia Frame – 12/9  

Christopher Licht – 12/9 

Marcia McMullen – 12/11  

Katherine Piasecki – 12/11  

Konrad Fuellhart – 12/12 

Robert Blackwell – 12/13  

Brad Fabian – 12/13  

Pam Jones – 12/14  

Terri Fischer – 12/15  

James Steele – 12/15  

Ashlee Paradis – 12/17  

Pat Whitney – 12/17  

Ava Stearns – 12/19 

Christina Thorngate – 12/19  

Katrina Van Veldhuisen – 12/19  

Rebecca Chalmers – 12/20  

Crystal Collum – 12/20  

Judith Trepanier – 12/23 

Wyatt Bonauito – 12/25  

Sam Dunning – 12/26  

Caroline Phillips – 12/26  

Mary Jean Pierce – 12/26  

Amy Schildwaster – 12/27  

Ian Smith – 12/27  

Denise Duclos – 12/31  

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

Magdalina and Franscico Muniz – 12/22  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group 
 

November is traditionally our Missions Month.  We 

had an in-house meeting on the 5
th

 and spent the time 

making Salvation Bracelets to go into each Shoebox 

for Operation Christmas Child.  On Saturday, Nov 

11
th

 we went shopping for Shoebox items and then 

came back to the Youth Group room to fill as many 

shoeboxes as we could.   We ended time having filled 

and collected 47 shoeboxes.  On Sunday, November 

19, after a pizza party lunch, we headed to 

Wintonbury Church in Bloomfield to unload cars, fill 

cases and load all the shoeboxes into the truck. The 

total boxes received this year from our church was 81 

boxes.  

  

Our schedule for December is: 

 

December 3
rd

, 4 – 6 p m – Carol singing at Pilgrim 

Manor Care Center and Pineview. 

December 10
th

, 11:30 am – 2 pm – Youth Group 

Christmas Party. 

  

Thank you to all church members for their support of 

our Youth Group this past year. 

  

Dana Greco and Scott Conquest 

  

P.S.  We still have calendars left for sale if anyone 

would like to purchase one (or two, or three, etc). 

 



December 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 

No Youth Group!  

9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

27 28 

7:00 PM Choir  

7:30 PM 

Christmas 

Cantata 

Rehearsal  

29 

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

30 1 2 

6:00 PM Holiday 

Stroll Christmas 

Caroling  

3  

9:15 AM Praise and Worship  

9:30 AM Worship Service 

and Sunday School  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4 

7:00 PM Deacon 

Board Meeting  

5 

7:00 PM Choir  

7:30 PM 

Christmas 

Cantata 

Rehearsal  

6 

12:00 PM Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

7 8 9 

8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

10:00 AM 

Cantata 

Rehearsal  

10  

9:30 AM Choir's Christmas 

Cantata  

9:45 AM Sunday School 

Group Class  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

11 12 

7:00 PM Choir  
13 

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

14 15 16 

4:30 PM 

Christmas 

Pageant 

Rehearsal  

17  

9:30 AM Sunday School 

Christmas Pageant  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

18 19 

7:00 PM Choir  
20 

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

21 

10:00 AM Elim 

Clergy  

7:00 PM 

Executive Board 

Meeting  

22 23 

24  

9:30 AM Mission Sunday 

Worship Service (Missionary - 

Carol Culbertson)   

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Christmas Eve 

Family Service  

11:00 PM Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service  

25 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

26 

BOXING DAY - 

OFFICE 

CLOSED  

  

27 28 29 30 

31  

9:30 AM Worship Service  

1  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

2 

7:00 PM Choir  
3 

12:00 PM Ladies 

Daytime 

Fellowship 

Luncheon  

4 5 6 

 


