
CHOICES, CHOICES, AND MORE CHOICES 
 

Dear Family and Friends,                      October 2017 
It seems that everywhere I go I am faced with choices.  For some reason, I think they call it individuality, it 

has become necessary that people be given as many options as possible in order to meet their personal needs and 

wants.  The other day I watched a mother with her two children picking out lunch bags for them to go to school 

with.  There must have been over 50 different styles, colors, and sizes to pick from.  One of the children found one 

immediately, but the other child firmly stated that he didn’t see one that he liked and was insistent that they go to 

another store. The mom replied that they had already been to 2 other stores but the little boy stood his ground and 

off they went to look for another place.  I’m glad that wasn’t my child, I think he would have been using paper bags 

for a while.   

 We will make choices our whole life and those choices will have an impact on us either in a positive or 

negative way.  The following story makes this quite clear. 

 “Jerry is the manager of a restaurant in the U.S.  He is always in a good mood and always has something 

positive to say.  When someone would ask him how he was doing, he would always reply, “If I were any better, I 

would be twins!”  Many of the waiters at his restaurant quit their jobs when he changed jobs, so they could follow 

him around from restaurant to restaurant.  The reason the waiters followed Jerry was because of his attitude.  He 

was a natural motivator.  If an employee were having a bad day, Jerry was always there, telling the employee how 

to look on the positive side of the situation. 

 Seeing this style really made me curious, so one day I went up to Jerry and asked him, “I don’t get it!  No 

one can be a positive person all the time.  How do you do it?” Jerry replied, “Each morning I wake up and say to 

myself, I have two choices today.  I can choose to be in a good mood or I can choose to be in a bad mood.  I always 

choose to be in a good mood.  Each time something bad happens, I can choose to be a victim or I can choose to 

learn from it.  I always choose to learn from it.  Every time someone comes to me complaining, I can choose to 

accept their complaining or I can point out the positive side of life.  I always choose the positive side of life.” 

 “But it’s not always that easy,” I protested.  “Yes it is,” Jerry said. “Life is all about choices.  When you cut 

away all the junk, every situation is a choice.  You choose how you react to situations.  You choose how people will 

affect your mood.  You choose to be in a good mood or a bad mood.  It’s your choice how you live your life.” 

 Several years later, I heard that Jerry accidentally did something you were never supposed to do in the 

restaurant business: he left the back door of his restaurant open one morning and was robbed by three armed men.  

While trying to open the safe, his hand, shaking from nervousness, slipped off the combination.  The robbers 

panicked and shot him. Luckily, Jerry was found quickly and rushed to the hospital.  After 18 hours of surgery and 

weeks of intensive therapy, Jerry was released from the hospital with fragments of the bullets still in his body.  I 

saw Jerry about six months after the accident.  When I asked him how he was, he replied, “If I were any better, I’d 

be twins.”  Want to see my scars?” 

 I declined to see his wounds, but did ask him what had gone through his mind as the robbery took place.  

“The first thing that went through my mind was that I should have locked the back door,” Jerry replied.  “Then after 

they shot me, as I lay on the floor, I remembered that I had two choices: I could choose to live or could choose to 

die.  I choose to live.” 

 “Weren’t you scared?” I asked.  Jerry continued, “The paramedics were great. They kept telling me I was 

going to be fine.  But when they wheeled me into the Emergency Room and I saw the expressions on the faces of 

the doctors and nurses, I got really scared.  In their eyes, I read ‘He’s a dead man.’ I knew I needed to take action.”  

What did you do?” I asked.  “Well, there was a big nurse shouting questions at me,” said Jerry.  “She asked me if I 

were allergic to anything.”  “Yes,” I replied.  The doctors and nurses stopped working as they waited for my reply.  

I took a deep breath and yelled, ‘Bullets!’  Over their laughter, I told them, “I am choosing to live.  Please operate 

on me as if I am alive, not dead.”   

 Jerry lived thanks to the skill of his doctors, but also because of his amazing attitude.  I learned from him 

that every day you have the choice to either enjoy your life or to hate it.  The only thing that is truly yours, that no 

one can take control or take from you, is your attitude, so if you can take care of that, everything else in life 

becomes much easier.  Add to this, “All I want to know is Jesus Christ and the power of His resurrection.”  (Book 

of  Philippians) 

 I choose life, how about you?  Begin today to make positive choices.       

                                                                                                                                        Pastor Doug 



I started in December sharing with you “50 Lessons For Life’s Little Detours”, from the book written by 

Regina Brett titled, “God Never Blinks,” and will continue to do so each month. This month we will look at 

lesson 27-29. 

Lesson 24: Start saving 10 % for Retirement as Soon as You Get Your First paycheck. 

Lesson 25: No One Else Is in Charge of Your Happiness. You Are the CEO of Your Joy. 

Lesson 26: Frame Every So-Called Disaster with These Words: “In Five Years Will This Matter?” 

Lesson 27: Always Choose Life 

In his book, “Walden” written by Henry David Thoreau, he talks about living in the woods on Walden pond 

alone for 2 years and 2 months wanting to find out what really matters in life, “I went to the woods because I 

wished to live deliberately to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to 

teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived. I did not wish to live what was not life, living 

is so dear.” Regina went through 2 life altering experiences, being an unwed mother at 21 and being a cancer 

patient at 41 and in both she said, “When I have to make a decision, I ask myself, ‘What is the most life-

enhancing choice to make?’ Then I make it. I choose to have the child, best thing that ever happened to me. I 

choose to go through surgery, chemo and radiation, best thing that happened to me. Life took me down a path I 

didn’t want to be on, didn’t plan to be on. Yet once there, I learned the secret of life is just that: to choose life. 

Living is so dear.” 

Lesson 28: Forgive Everyone Everything 

Regina has a bumper sticker on her car that reads, “God bless the whole world, no exceptions.”  One thing 

about life is that it is easier to forgive those who hurt you than it is to forgive those who hurt someone you 

love. Through her daughter, who was abandoned by her father, she learned what it means to forgive and how to 

let go. Instead of forgetting, she retold the story. Instead of telling the saga that portrays you as a victim and 

someone else as a villain, rewrite the script, instead of justifying and defending your pain, release it for good. 

Seek out the good, let go of the rest. Someone said that forgiveness is a process. That’s true, but it starts with a 

decision. Once you decide to change your story, you get your happy ending. 

Lesson 29: What Other People Think of You Is None of Your Business 

Father Martin in the movie, “Chalk Talk” told about a woman who came to him all upset that her drunken 

husband called her a prostitute. He asked, “Would you be upset if he called you a chair.” “Of course not,” she 

said. “Why not?” he asked. “I know that I’m not a chair,” she said. “Don’t you know that you are not a 

prostitute?” he asked. 

It doesn’t matter what people call you, you and I decide what to answer to. I simply remember my identity, 

what I would answer to. Regina shares the secret to complete freedom from gossip, judgement, criticism, doubt 

and opinions of others, “Humility.” Dr. Bob from AA wrote, “Humility is perpetual quietness of heart. It is to 

have no trouble. It is never to be fretted or vexed, irritable or sore; to wonder at nothing that is done to me, to 

feel nothing done against me. It is to be at rest when nobody praises me, and when I am blamed or despised, it 

is to have a blessed home in myself where I can go in and shut the door and kneel to my Father in secret and be 

at peace, as in a deep sea of calmness, when all around and about is seeming trouble.” 

 

I leave you with the prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi: 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy.   

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

 



WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

THE PERSON AND WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

We began our Bible Study on the Holy Spirit on Wednesday, September 6, there is still time to join with us as 

we continue to search the scriptures and discover the power that awaits all believers through the presence and 

work of the Holy Spirit. There will be handouts each week and a chapter of a book called, “The God I Never 

Knew” by Robert Morris. The class will start promptly at 7:00 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m. 
 

The dates for the class are as follows: 

Oct. 11: What Did Jesus say About the Holy Spirit 

Oct. 18: The Day of Pentecost 

Oct. 25: The Work of the Holy Spirit 

Nov. 1: Community Pot Luck Dinner 

Nov. 8: The Work of the Holy Spirit 

Nov. 15: The Work of the Holy Spirit 

Nov. 22: No class as it is Thanksgiving Eve 

Nov. 29: Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

Dec. 6: Community Pot Luck Dinner 

Dec. 13: The Holy Spirit and the Gift of Tongues 

Dec. 20: Wrap up  
 

The cost of the book for the class is $10.00. 
 

I hope that you can come and join us for some lively discussions on the Holy Spirit 
 

OCTOBER COMMUNITY POT LUCK DINNER 

Wednesday, October 4 @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

 This is a wonderful opportunity to invite a neighbor or friend to a free meal. It will also give them an 

opportunity to meet different people in the church and get to know us a little better.  

 

This is also a great opportunity to come with your whole family and have a relaxing evening of food and 

friendship with others in the church.  
 

Mark your calendars now and think about who you can invite as your guest to join you. 
 

 
WE NEED YOUR HELP 

 

In the next few months we are going to be cleaning out most of the closets around the church. Volunteers are 

needed to help. If you would like to help sometime, please see Pastor Doug. 

 

 

CHECK ALL DOORS WHEN LEAVING THE BUILDING 
 

Over the last few months, we have been having a problem of different doors being left ajar and unlocked, 

leaving the church open for anyone who wanted to walk in without any one aware of their being here. 
 

Because of this we are asking all members and friends to take on the responsibility of when they are here at the 

church for any reason, to take any extra two minutes and check all the church doors when they leave. Even if 

you have not been in the basement of the church, please take a moment to make sure that they are securely 

closed and locked.  
 

Thank you for your willingness to help us secure the building in our absence. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 
A quick update on the numerous projects being done around the church. 

 

1. The entire outside of the church has been scraped and painted. We are waiting to install a couple of new 

windows in the back peak of the Sanctuary and also repainting the front door. The total cost will be just 

over $30,000.00 as there were a few other painting projects that needed to be done. The final figure will 

be available in October. 

2. The Automated External Defibrillator has been installed outside the church office doors. We will also 

be purchasing a stethoscope and blood pressure tester for the church to have on hand. We are holding a 

CPR class in November for anyone interested. 

3. The library is being painted and the CE Board is updating the books that we have. Once it is done we 

will be installing an electronic screen and an Optoma – XGA DLP Projector for use in the Fellowship 

Hall to watch movies and do special outreach projects like Financial Peace where DVD’s are watched 

each week. Cost is about $2,000.00. 

4. A presentation was made, discussed, and approved by the Executive Board to put up a flag pole 

surrounded by a memorial garden at the south side of the church in memory of Evelyn and Ted Hall 

who left us a very generous Endowment gift. Details of installation and cost are still forth coming.  

5. The Church has purchased a camera security system. Total cost for the security system was $1,700.00. 

Labor was done for free by Sean Paradis.   

6. Central air conditioning has been installed in the Pastor’s office, Tammy’s office and the Choir room 

that will enable each of the three rooms to be serviced individually, without cooling the entire area. The 

cost for this was $10,300.00.  

7. We purchased 10 – 8 foot and 4 – 6 foot lightweight heavy duty plastic table for a cost of $998.72. The 

old heavy wooden tables are for sale. Make a donation and they are yours. 

8. The exterior windows of the Sanctuary were washed in August – cost $440.00. 

9. The remaining Emergency Exit lights were installed in the CE Wing for the cost of $1,400.00 by Henry 

Buckowski. 

10. We are receiving quotes to install a new steel north door downstairs in the youth room. 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

Tag Sale Donations Deadline 
We are loving the steady stream of donations, we will have a great sale in November!  Just a reminder if you 

are dropping off items~ NO large furniture, electronics, clothing or VHS tapes. 

We are sorting and pricing as fast as we can, in order to be ready for Nov. 4th, the LAST day for donations 

will be October 15
th

. NO EXCEPTIONS. Anything left after this date will be stored for the 2018 tag sale. 

   

If you are cleaning out and discover some interesting vintage treasures or jewelry, please see Jean or Pat about 

donating these items. These items should not be left in the tag sale room, but will be sold during our fair.  

 
October 29

th
 is moving day! We will start right after Sunday school ends, so everyone can get home quickly. 

We would appreciate all the help we can get to form a conga line to bring our boxes upstairs. We advise you to 

take advantage of this DRESS DOWN opportunity and wear your sneakers! 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education Board 
 

Our Ice Cream social for Rally day was a big success!  Children of all ages enjoyed the songs and the ice 

cream sundae bar after service. There was an excitement in the air of all the Sunday school students coming 

together and starting a new year. 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers this year.  We have a great Sunday school teacher team and our staff and 

students are led by a wonderful Sunday school superintendent and Assistant superintendent.  They have 

worked hard all summer; cleaning out and updating all the rooms.   

We truly appreciate all the work they have done to make this year a successful year. 
 

Katie Nelson 
 

  



 

 

WE SHOW OUR LOVE FOR GOD WHEN WE LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

 

“You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  

This is the greatest and the first commandment.  

The second resembles it: You must love your neighbor as yourself.”   

                                                                                                                                         Mathew 22:37-39 

 

This doesn’t seem to be happening much in our world lately. Instead of encouraging, comforting and caring for 

one another we seem to be doing more discouraging, annoying and hateful things. We don’t know what others 

are going through, yet we are quick to judge and criticize. If we truly love God the second commandment 

should come easily. Think about what the world be like if everyone followed this. The following is a poem 

written by Ken Allen. 

 

-Love Thy Neighbor- 

When anger smolders in your heart 

And threatens to ignite, 

Or someone wounds you with a word 

That festers into spite, 

Or if somebody without cause 

Is sporting for a fight… 

 

…To love your neighbor as yourself 

Will make you feel all right. 

 

If you’re assailed with disrespect 

Which devastates your pride, 

Or tried to tell the honest truth 

While those around you lied, 

Or thought you had a loyal friend 

But then was cast aside… 

 

…To love thy neighbor as yourself 

Will grant you peace inside. 

 

If envy rears its fearsome head 

Beyond your self-control, 

Or others disappoint or fail 

To reach a promised goal, 

And when it seems too many men 

Have hearts as black as coal… 

 

…To love thy neighbor as yourself 

Will pacify your soul. 

 

In His Love, 

Pat Czerwonka, Deacon Board 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that the Cromwell Human Services: 

 

 Operates a New “Client Choice  

 Food Pantry” now providing Perishable and Non-Perishable food to 

Cromwell Residents 

 Provides food to 176 households, 407 individuals annually (69 households are 

60 and above!) 

 Supplied “Back to School” backpacks, supplies, and lunchbox/snack food 

items to 152 children for the 17/18 school year 

 53 Families received Gift Cards to Payless for Back to School Shoes  

 93 Households received a food basket at Easter, serving 216  

 132 Households received food baskets for Thanksgiving, serving 334  

 144 Households received food baskets for Christmas, serving 359 

 65 Families, 129 children received gifts during the holiday toy program 
 

Cromwell Human Services would not be able to provide the above assistance without the 

 generous donations from Individuals, Organizations, and Businesses in Cromwell and they 

are grateful for the support! Hunger does not take a day off and as a result of everyone’s 

generosity, the Cromwell Food Pantry is able to provide food to its neediest of residents 

throughout the year. However, the need is growing. 
 

“Feeding Our Neighbors” walk is a 2.7 mile walk with all of  

the proceeds benefitting the Food Pantry at Cromwell Human Services. 
 

Each walker is encouraged to gather sponsors for their walk from family, friends and businesses 

collecting the money ahead of time and turning the money in at the time of the walk. If you cannot 

walk, but would like to give, money and food items can be dropped off at Bethany Lutheran 

Church between 12:30 and 3:00 p.m. 
 

Civic groups and clubs are invited to participate. The Golden Sneaker Award will be presented to the 

organization whose walkers raise the most money at the Community Thanksgiving service on Tuesday, 

November 21
st
 at 7:30 p.m. at St. John R.C. Church at 5 St. John Street in Cromwell 

 

Sponsor sheets can be picked up at Cromwell Human Services, 41 West Street or one of the local churches. 

For more information call 860-632-3449. 

Sunday, October 15, 2017  

1:00 p.m – 3:00 p.m. 
A fundraiser for the 

CROMWELL FOOD PANTRY 
Organized by Cromwell Churches 

in Support of Cromwell Human Services 
 

Registration begins at 12:30 p.m.  

at Bethany Lutheran Church, 50 Court Street 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

We had a very successful Rally Day! The children sang our theme song, “Love Your 

Neighbor” with technical support from Mr. Scott. Lori and Maggie participated in the 

service and both young ladies did a great job with the Call to Worship and the 

Invocation. Four new children joined our program on Rally Day and we are so happy 

to have them with us! We ended our celebration with an ice-cream sundae party in the 

social hall. We thank the Christian Education Board for this wonderful treat! 

 

Our first Sunday school coffee hour will be on October 1. The children will be serving 

up some yummy fall treats and we hope you can join us. We will begin working with the youth group on 

Operation Christmas Child in October and November. The cost of sending the boxes has increased so we will 

be raising funds to cover the costs. If you would like to donate to this cause, there will be Operation Christmas 

Child envelopes in the Narthex. Put them in the Sunday school collection basket during service or give them to 

one of the Sunday school teachers, Tammy Steele, or Pam Jones. 

 

We will be participating in Trick or Trunk, the Halloween project sponsored by the Cromwell Public Schools, 

on Saturday, October 21. For more information, contact Pam Jones (pbarkerjones@aol.com). Remember, in 

the words of Horton, the beloved Dr. Seuss character, “A person’s a person, no matter how small. We must 

remember to take care of them all! ” 

 

In His Service, 

Pam Jones 

 

Youth Group News 
 

Youth Group opened on Sunday, September 10
th

 with a “Fruits of the Spirit” Scavenger Hunt and ice cream 

social.  As many of you know, Marshall, Nathalie and Elana have retired from Youth Group leadership.  Our 

leaders for this year are Scott Conquest, Dana Greco and Theresa Sidorski. 
 

On Sept 17
th

 we watched the movie “A Man Called Norman” which was along the lines of “Loving your 

neighbor as yourself”, our Sunday School Theme for this year.  On September 24
th

 we will watch a Veggie 

Tales movie also on this theme and have a brief lesson afterward.   
 

Our schedule for October is: 
 

October 1
st
 – In-house meeting 4:00 – 6:00 pm 

October 8
th

  -  No Youth Group (Columbus Day weekend) 

October 15
th

 – Feed Your Neighbor Walk 1:00 pm at Bethany Lutheran Church – No Youth 

                        Group that evening. 

October 22
nd

  – In-House meeting 4:00 – 6:00 pm 

October 29
th

 – No meeting. 

 

We would welcome any new members grades 5 and above to our group.  Come and check us out at any in-

house meeting. 

 

Scott Conquest, Dana Greco, Theresa Sidorski 

 

 

 



 

 
  



 

 

 

MAKE YOUR PIE AND EAT IT TOO! 

 

Keep a pie in your freezer to bake in the oven 

for guests or the upcoming holidays! 
Sign up to help prepare Apple pies:  Sat.,Oct 28th – Church Kitchen  

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Please bring your favorite paring knife, corer, and apron. 

AND 

PLEASE MAKE SURE TO Order your Apple Pie!  Sign up sheets in Fellowship Hall 

(Orders will be accepted until October 15th) 

Pies will be made fresh on October 28th 

Proceeds benefit: FCC Church Fair on Nov 4th 

(Thank you for your support!) 

You can purchase a fully baked pie at the fair or an unbaked, frozen pie to be baked at 

your convenience. 

You will need to pick up your order on Oct 28th and freeze your pie(s). 

Personal Size: $5   Regular: $10   Deep Dish: $15 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/1Apple.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/freshcuts.htm&h=181&w=162&sz=2&tbnid=fgfkqNRwZDor5M:&tbnh=89&tbnw=80&prev=/search?q=apple+drawing&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=apple+drawing&usg=__3H6jX-MxN5Vt32XYvT30LP-EouE=&sa=X&ei=O_cVUoogsrHgA7KZgYAE&ved=0CB4Q9QEwAg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/1Apple.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/freshcuts.htm&h=181&w=162&sz=2&tbnid=fgfkqNRwZDor5M:&tbnh=89&tbnw=80&prev=/search?q=apple+drawing&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=apple+drawing&usg=__3H6jX-MxN5Vt32XYvT30LP-EouE=&sa=X&ei=O_cVUoogsrHgA7KZgYAE&ved=0CB4Q9QEwAg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/1Apple.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/freshcuts.htm&h=181&w=162&sz=2&tbnid=fgfkqNRwZDor5M:&tbnh=89&tbnw=80&prev=/search?q=apple+drawing&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=apple+drawing&usg=__3H6jX-MxN5Vt32XYvT30LP-EouE=&sa=X&ei=O_cVUoogsrHgA7KZgYAE&ved=0CB4Q9QEwAg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/1Apple.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/kids/nutrition/story5/freshcuts.htm&h=181&w=162&sz=2&tbnid=fgfkqNRwZDor5M:&tbnh=89&tbnw=80&prev=/search?q=apple+drawing&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=apple+drawing&usg=__3H6jX-MxN5Vt32XYvT30LP-EouE=&sa=X&ei=O_cVUoogsrHgA7KZgYAE&ved=0CB4Q9QEwAg


 

 

BAKE SALE 

LUNCHEON 

GIANT TAG SALE/FLEA MARKET 

CRAFTS 

TEA CUP AUCTION OF THEMED BASKETS 

VENDORS 

VINTAGE JEWELRY & TREASURES 

HOME MADE APPLES PIES AND MORE……. 

9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.  

NOVEMBER 4, 2017 

AT 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
355 MAIN ST.  

CROMWELL, CT  
(860) 635-4806  

 

 

 



Missions  Board 

He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”  

                                                                                                                        Mark 16:15 

We have been working on our Missions budget since early summer. We began by sending out letters to all of 

the missionaries we support. We asked them to send us a detailed account of what projects they were currently 

pursuing and how much time they spent on those projects. We got many very informative letters from them; it 

really helped us to know exactly what they are doing in the missions’ field. This will help us with our decisions 

for 2018. We thought it would be interesting for the congregation to know more about them, too. For the next 

few months we will be featuring a missionary in the newsletter, with a synopsis of their letter. 

For October: Al and Susan Bousch 

Al and Susan left for Papua New Guinea in November of 1971.  In 1972 they found themselves working with a small 

group of people known as the Tifal, located in the Star Mountains of the West Sepik Province.  Their work consisted of 

learning the language, customs, and culture; analyzing the sound structure, and grammar; the developing of an alphabet 

and literacy materials; doing medical work; training Tifal men and women to read and write in their own language and to 

become teachers of their own people group and completing a translation of the Tifal New Testament in 1998. 

In the mix of all of this, their 4 children were all born and raised in PNG and now live in the US, Papua New Guinea, and 

South Korea.  They have 8 grandchildren. 

In 2003 both Susan and Al sensed God’s calling to go to the island region known as Bougainville; an area that had seen a 

civil war that lasted from 1989-1999 where over 20,000 people lost their lives.  Translation work by other teams had 

been ongoing prior to the conflict and was resumed with earnest once the peace accords were signed.    Their 

responsibility had been to work with the BBTO (Bougainville Bible Translators Organization) to develop training 

programs for budding national translators who were seeking to do the translation of God’s Word into their own 

languages.   There are about 30 languages in this area of Papua New Guinea with a few having the New Testament in 

their own mother tongue.  Bougainvillean men and women who have the Word in their languages have been assisting 

and training others to attain to the same goal.   

Al and Susan left Bougainville, Papua New Guinea in May of 2013 and returned to the US.  But NOT to retire.  They are 

continuing their work with Wycliffe Bible Translators.  Susan is working in human resources counseling returning 

missionaries in career planning (working 6 hours a day). This is done via Skype focusing on helping them to discover 

their skill sets and talents so they can find the right job fit in ministry overseas.  During the past six months, she was 

worked with 19 individuals 4 of whom were missionary kids.                            

 Al, as a senior translation consultant, is continuing to consult with teams doing translation via internet (4 hours a day).  

His task is to go over the translated Scriptures for accuracy and naturalness, looking for errors, omissions, cultural 

anomalies etc.  His questions are generated from the vernacular to English translation of the translated Scripture book or 

portion that are submitted by the translator.  The questions are then forwarded to the translator in Papua New Guinea via 

email.  This is followed by the translator answering the questions in consultation with people from that indigenous 

language group and then sending their answers onto Al for acceptance or for further inquiries.  Once Al is satisfied with 

the quality of the translation, a report is generated and sent to the translation office in Papua New Guinea.   

In the past six months, Al has worked on the following Scripture books: Genesis, Acts, 1, 2, 3 John, and Mark. 

Next month we will feature Alex Crum. 

If you want to contact the missions board via e-mail, our new address is: fcccromwellmissions@gmail.com 

Your Missions Board, 

Marshall Dunbar, Jean Dunning and Marie Tong 

mailto:fcccromwellmissions@gmail.com


Nominations Committee 
  

Top 10 Reasons I can join a Church Board 

  
1.     I can write. I can send a card to a Missionary or a member who is ill. 

2.     I can make a call. I can phone a member to say hello. 

3.     I can plan. I can help organize the Church Picnic or Rally Day Ice Cream Social. 

4.     I can speak. I can read a Call to Worship on Sunday morning. 

5.     I can support. I can meet with the Pastor to give him encouragement and suggestions. 

6.     I can work with outside vendors. I can arrange maintenance of the Church building. 

7.     I can work with Employees. I can support and encourage the Church Secretary, Sexton and 

        Organist/Choir Director. 

8.     I care about the Education of Members and their children.  I can help organize Sunday  

        School, Bible Studies and other programs. 

9.     I can listen. I can bring information from members to the Executive Board Meeting. 

10    I can visit. I can bring flowers to someone. 

  

Top 10 Reasons You will like being on a Church Board 
  

1.     You get to make the decisions. 

2.     Air Conditioning 

3.     You know how things work and where they keep the can openers. 

4.     You get to know people. 

5.     You get to write long essays on all sorts of things for the Church Newsletter.  

6.     You do things you are good at and make something better. 

7.     You give input from your perspective. 

8.     You direct how the money is spent. 

9.     You make a difference. 

10.   You make a big difference. 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806. 

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246. 

3. The Church E-mail address is fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s E-mail address is douglasvanv@gmail.com 

5. The Pastor’s cell phone # is 860-638-8014. 

6. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday. 

7. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

8. The Church Secretary’s hours are: Mon. – Thurs. 9 – 3 p.m. she is off on Friday.  

9. The church address: 355 Main St. P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

10. Facebook, find us listed at First Congregational Church Cromwell 

11. Our twitter account is @fccbuzz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fcchurch01@snet.net
mailto:douglasvanv@gmail.com
http://www.fcccromwell.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130


 
 

Ladies Daytime Fellowship  

 
The Ladies Daytime Fellowship Potluck  

Luncheons are starting up again!  Our first 

potluck will be on Wednesday, October 4
th

 at 

noon.  Judy Trepanier and Tammy Steele 

will be hostesses.  All ladies are welcome 

just bring your favorite dish.  Coffee and 

dessert are provided.  

 

 
Happy Anniversary 

 
Diana and Peter Omicioli – October 1

st
  

Carrie and David Christie – October 5
th

  

Pat and Ken Whitney – October 7
th

  

Jim and Ursula Gardner – October 10
th

  

Teena and Scott Conquest – October 11
th

  

Tami and Brad Fabian – October 12
th

  

Ginny and Cliff Pierson – October 15
th

  

Jody and Keith Blanar – October 25
th

  

Judy and Robert Foberg – October 26
th

  

 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST  

AT  

MITCHELL’S ON MAIN  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
TH

  

AT 8:00 A.M.  

 
 

Common Threads 
 

Common Threads will start back up on 

Monday, October 9
th

 at 6:30 pm in the 

Fireside Room. If you like to knit or crochet 

and are looking for a meaningful service 

opportunity, please come and join us.  
 

 

 

 

 

Do you enjoy a cup of coffee, tea or 

perhaps a cool drink after Sunday 

services?  Then please consider signing up 

to host or help with a coffee hour.  If you do 

not feel comfortable hosting consider 

bringing a treat we can serve (fruit, cheese, 

vegetables, baked goods – store bought 

works, too).  Nancy Clayton will take care of 

making the coffee and tea.  If you have any 

questions please ask Nancy.  Sign-up sheets 

for coffee hour are on the bulletin board in 

the Social hall. 

 

 

Executive Board 

 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

October 19
th

 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports 

from the different boards, review the church 

budget, and discuss any new business of the 

church. The Board members are either the 

Chairman or alternate of each board, Church 

Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members 

at Large. The Members at Large are to 

represent the church as a whole and are 

available to you, the congregation, to talk 

with about any concerns that you feel need to 

be addressed within the church, to express 

your opinion about any issues, or to share 

with them how you feel 

things are within the 

church, both the positive 

and negative. Your 

representatives are James 

Steele (860) 632-8624 and Janet Hangland 

(860) 613-2894. Please feel free to call them 

or see them at church and talk with them.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date on 

a monthly basis as to how the church 

finances are doing.  

 

Period Ending: August 31, 2017 

Income:            $109,692.32 

Expense:            $120,821.09 

Income (Under) Expenses:   ($11,128.77)                     

 

 
 

 

 

 

October’s Schedule  
 

Deacons:  
10/01 – John Tomasulo 

10/08 – Elaine Jones  

10/15 – Lorrie Huffaker  

10/22 – Pat Czerwonka  

10/29 – Elaine Jones  

 

 

 

Flowers:  

10/01 – Open Flower Date 

10/08 – Pat Czerwonka 

10/15 – Ginny and Cliff Pierson  

10/22 – Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Clayton  

10/29 – Pastor Doug and Sue Van Veldhuisen 

 

Coffee Hour:  

10/01 – Sunday school 

10/08 – Volunteer needed  

10/15 – Tom and Nancy Clayton 

10/22 – Volunteer needed 

10/29 – Deb Johnson 

 

Sound System:  

10/01 – Rick Dansereau  

10/08 – Jim Steele  

10/15 – James Steele  

10/22 – Rick Dansereau  

10/29 – Jim Steele  

  

Ushers:  

10/01 – Jody and Keith Blanar 

10/08 – Terri and Joe Fischer 

10/15 – Pat Whitney and RoseMary Frederick 

10/22 – Phyllis and Scott Baecker 

10/29 – Jean Dunning and volunteer 

 

Thank you to all our volunteers. If you would 

like to volunteer but have questions, please feel 

free to call the church office at (860) 635-4806. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

October 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:15 AM Praise and 

Worship  

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:45 AM C.E. Board 

Meeting  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Youth Group  

6:00 PM Financial Peace  

2 
7:00 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

3 
7:00 PM Choir  

4 
6:30 PM 

Community 

Potluck  

5 
5:30 PM 

Military Whist  

6 7 

8 
No Youth Group  

9:15 AM Praise and 

Worship  

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

9 

 
Office Closed!  

6:30 PM 

Common 

Threads 

10 
7:00 PM Choir  

11 
7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

12 13 14 
8:00 AM 

Men's 

Breakfast  

15 
No Praise and Worship   

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

1:00 PM Feed My 

Neighbor Walk  

1:00 PM Youth Group 

Walk  

6:00 PM Financial Peace  

16 

The deadline 
was yesterday 
for Tag Sale 
donations. NO 
exceptions. 

17 
7:00 PM Choir  

18 
7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

19 
10:00 AM 

Elim Clergy  

7:00 PM 

Executive 

Board Meeting  

20 21 

22 
9:15 AM Praise and 

Worship  

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Youth Group  

6:00 PM Financial Peace  

23 24 
7:00 PM Choir  

25 
7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

26 27 28 
8:00 AM Pie 

Baking at the 

Church  

29 
No Youth Group  

9:15 AM Praise and 

Worship  

9:30 AM Worship 

Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

MOVING DAY 

6:00 PM Financial Peace  

30 31 
7:00 PM Choir  

1 

 

2 3 
Fair Set-Up 

4 
9:00 AM The 

Nutmeg Fair  

 

Cromwell Human Services: This month they are in need of juice boxes, canned chicken/meats, 

canned pasta, Hamburger Helper, jelly any flavors, tomatoes (diced, paste, whole), paper towels, 

toilet paper, plastic bags (sandwich, garbage and kitchen), dish soap, laundry soap, ketchup, 

mayonnaise and Nutella.   


