
                   

Dear Members and Friends,                July/August 2017 
 

After being the Pastor for 32 years, you would think that I would get used to some of New England’s ways of doing 

things. Thank God Susan, my wife, was born in New England and has been a wonderful influence and as a result I 

have been spared a lot of embarrassment and grown to appreciate much of New England’s traditions.  
 

However, there is one New England tradition that I still don’t understand and it worries me. For some unknown 

reason, there is this idea that, when school is out and on summer vacation, we take the summer off from church 

until Rally Day in September. I understand people go away on vacation and are out of town for a few weekends and 

that there are some special activities that occur that are important to attend.  
 

But here is a thought. It has been shown that after a summer off from school it takes 1-2 months to get the children 

back into a routine.  There is a need for a lengthy time of review to bring the children back to where they were 

before summer vacation. This is the reason that parents are encouraged to have their children reading through-out 

the summer as well as review the math that they have studied. 
 

We come to church to build relationships with people, worship and praise God, and to have our souls/spirits 

nourished so that we might grow in our spiritual walk with the Lord. Just like my physical body needs to receive 

nourishment on a regular basis, so too does my soul/spirit need nourishment in order for me to grow spiritually. 
 

I understand the need to get away, relax, kick back and have some time to rejuvenate, we all need this. But as with 

the body, so it is with the soul/spirit that it needs to be fed the Word of God, we need to be encouraged and uplifted 

by our spiritual family, and we are told in the Bible to “Forsake not the fellowship of the brethren.” 
 

So, enjoy your summer with family and friends, get rejuvenated, but while doing so, take that one hour in the week 

to go to the Lord’s house and get spiritually refreshed. 
 

If you are unable to attend church during the summer hours, please remember to send in your tithes and 

offerings as the church still has bills to pay even though you are not here. Thank You. 
 

CHURCH POTLUCKS AND COMMUNITY DINNERS 
Over the summer the church will hold 4 Church Potlucks hosted at various church members homes and 2 

Community Dinners, to be held at the church. The time for the dinners is 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
 

The dates for them are as follows: 

July 19: First Congregational Church, 355 Main Street, Cromwell, CT 06416 

Aug. 16: First Congregational Church, 355 Main Street, Cromwell, CT 06416 
 

 

For the two Community Dinners at the church on 7/19 & 8/16, our goal is to use these dates as an opportunity to 

invite people from the community to come and join with us, who are not a part of the church. It is open to 

individuals, couples, and families with children to come and get to know who we are and what we have to offer. We 

will be advertising these two community dinners in the Cromwell Chronicle, Cromwell Life, Rare Reminder, and 

Middletown Press. There will also be some kind of children’s program so that the parents can kick back and have a 

chance to talk to others. This is a great opportunity for you to invite your neighbors, friends, co-workers to come. 

(Just a thought, when you invite someone, tell them not to worry about the food, that you will provide it, you just 

want them to come and relax and meet some new people.) 

 

 
 

 
 



 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

At the last Executive Board meeting, a number of projects were brought up for discussion and the following 

decisions were made. 

1. The church has hired Charter painting and Restoration to scrape and then paint with one coat of primer and 

2 coats of paint the entire outside of the church, which includes all windows, doors, Office and Sanctuary 

peaks. The cost for the entire project is $27,450.00. They will also do some carpentry work on the back, 

sanctuary peak at the cost of $55 an hour. This project will begin sometime mid-July and take 2-3 weeks. 

2. The church has purchased an Automated External Defibrillator. The cost was $1,079.00. They are normally 

$1,500.00, however, a member of the church was able to make a deal. It is located in the Fellowship Hall by 

the Kitchen door. We will also be purchasing a stethoscope and blood pressure tester for the church to have 

on hand.  

3. The church has purchased an electronic screen that will be hung in the Fellowship hall in the library and an 

Optoma – XGA DLP Projector for use in the Fellowship Hall to watch movies and do special outreach 

projects like Financial Peace where DVD’s are watched each week. Cost is about $2,000.00. 

4. A presentation was made, discussed, and approved by the Executive Board to put up a flag pole surrounded 

by a memorial garden at the south side of the church in memory of Evelyn and Ted Hall who left us a very 

generous Endowment gift. Details of installation and cost are still forth coming.  

5. The Church has purchased a camera security system. There has been a high number of break-ins of churches 

and this will give us greater security. The cost for the security system was just under $1200.00. Labor was 

done for free by Sean Paradis.   

6. The Executive Board voted to install central air conditioning in the Pastor’s office, Tammy’s Office and the 

Choir room that will enable each of the three rooms to be serviced individually, without cooling the entire 

area. The cost for this is $9,495.00. It will be installed August 3
rd

, 2017. 

7. We will be purchasing 10 – 8 foot and 6 – 6 foot lightweight heavy duty plastic table in the next few 

months. Cost is $1,044.00 
 

What has enabled us to do the above listed projects is as follows. 

Projects 1, 3, 4, and 5 comes from the $50,000.00 that was left to the church from the estate of Debbie Blakeslee 

             and designated by the Executive Board for future projects. 

Project 2 comes from a “memorial gift’ of $1,500 given in memory of Robert Kelly specified for the purchasing 

 of an Automated External Defibrillator, stethoscope, and a blood pressure cuff.  

Project 6 comes from “memorial” gifts given in memory of Harry Hagel’s family specified for the purchasing of 

  air conditioning. 

Project 7 comes from ‘memorial’ gifts given in memory of Hope Varricchio specified by the family to be used for 

            the purchase of tables. 

 

 

  



 

GOD NEVER BLINKS 

By Regina Brett 

 

I started in December sharing with you “50 Lessons for Life’s Little Detours”, from the book written by Regina 

Brett titled, “God Never Blinks,” and will continue to do so each month. The first 18 Lessons are as follows:  

Lesson 1: LIFE ISN’T FAIR, BUT IT’S STILL GOOD 

Lesson 2: WHEN IN DOUBT, JUST TAKE THE NEXT RIGHT STEP 

Lesson 3: LIFE IS TOO SHORT TO WASTE TIME HATING ANYONE 

Lesson 4: DON’T TAKE YOURSELF SO SERIOUSLY, NO ONE ELSE DOES 

Lesson 5: PAY OFF YOUR CREDIT CARDS EVERY MONTH 

Lesson 6: YOU DON’T HAVE TO WIN EVERY ARGUMENT, AGREE TO DISAGREE 

Lesson 7: CRY WITH SOMEONE, IT’S MORE HEALING THAN CRYING ALONE 

Lesson 8: IT’S OKAY TO BE ANGRY WITH GOD. HE CAN TAKE IT 

Lesson 9: THE MOST IMPORTANT SEX ORGAN IS THE BRAIN 

Lesson 10: GOD NEVER GIVES US MORE THAN WE WERE DESIGNED TO CARRY 

Lesson 11: MAKE PEACE WITH YOUR PAST, SO IT DOESN’T SCREW UP THE PRESENT   

Lesson 12: IT’S OKAY TO LET YOUR CHILDREN SEE YOU CRY 

Lesson 13: DON’T COMPARE YOUR LIFE WITH OTHERS, YOU HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THEIR     

       JOURNEY IS ALL ABOUT 

Lesson 14: IF A RELATIONSHIP HAS TO BE KEPT SECRET, YOU SHOULDN’T BE IN IT 

Lesson 15: EVERYTHING CAN CHANGE IN A BLINK OF AN EYE; BUT DON’T WORRY, GOD             

                   NEVER BLINKS 

Lesson 16: LIFE IS TOO SHORT FOR LONG PITY PARTIES: GET BUSY LIVING, OR GET BUSY  

        DYING 

Lesson 17: YOU CAN GET THROUGH ANYTHING LIFE HANDLES YOU IF YOU STAY PUT IN THE         

       DAY YOU ARE IN AND YOU DON’T JUMP AHEAD 

Lesson 18: A WRITER IS SOMEONE WHO WRITES. IF YOU WANT TO BE A WRITER, WRITE 

Lesson 19: IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO HAVE A HAPPY CHILDHOOD. BUT THE SECOND ONE IS  

        UP TO YOU AND NO ONE ELSE 

It’s up to me to look back at my childhood and find the joy that was. To look into my life and see the joy that is. 

Too look into my future and build the joy that can be. No one has had the perfect childhood. For some it was better 

than others. But we cannot let our childhood determine our adulthood. Remember, that most parents try to be the 

best parents they can, though for some they are unable to provide what we really need, but they tried. So rather than 

punish ourselves for their lacking, let’s create opportunities today to move forward living healthy adult lives while 

taking a few moments to give joy to the inner child. And while you are nourishing your inner child, take a 

grandchild, niece, nephew or neighbor’s child and give them something to look back upon with fond memories. 

Regina in her book gives a 3 page list of things to do, so get the book. 

 

Lesson 20: WHEN IT COMES TO GOING AFTER WHAT YOU LOVE IN LIFE, DON’T TAKE  

                    NO FOR ANY ANSWER 

Never give in. Don’t give up. Don’t take no for an answer. Learn from your mistakes. Strive to get better. Dreams 

come with a price. Rejection is a motivator to be better. Don’t sell yourself short. Press on. Push forward. Find a 

support team that won’t let you quit. Go the second mile. No is non-acceptable. Set you goals. Dream big.  

There is a story about a set of twin boys. One was a born optimist, the other, a born pessimist. A psychiatrist trying 

to understand them put the pessimist in a room full of toys to see what would happen. The boy did nothing but 

whine and cry. The doctor put the optimist in a room full of horse manure and gave the boy a shovel. Hours later, 

the optimistic boy was still grinning and shoveling the manure as fast as he could. Why was he so happy? The boy 

said, “With all this manure, there’s got to be a pony in here somewhere.” How’s your outlook on life? 

 

Lesson 21: BURN THE CANDLES, USE THE NICE SHEETS, WEAR THE FANCY LINGERIE. DON’T  



 SAVE ANYTHING FOR A SPECIAL OCCASION. TODAY IS SPECIAL ENOUGH 

I’m sure that you’ve been asked, “If you could go back and do things differently, what would you do? What a 

foolish question, because you can’t go back. But you can change the present and the future. The things that you 

would do differently, begin to do them now. Spend more time with family and friends. Be present with them instead 

of checking your email. Unfortunately, all too often, it takes a serious illness or tragedy to wake us up and smell the 

roses. Then we begin to realize that every day is a gift from God, a special day to live life to its fullest instead of 

saying, “Maybe tomorrow.” Michelangelo wrote the following note to his apprentice Antonio, “Draw, Antonio, 

draw Antonio, draw and do not waste time.” Instead of draw, say, LIVE, LOVE, LAUGH, TOUCH, TALK, GO, 

BE, DO, ENJOY, TRAVEL, etc. and do not waste time. 

She gives three simple steps for change: (1) Choose one thing you need to say no to. (2) Choose one thing you need 

and want to say yes to. (3) Share those two things – that yes and that no – with your biggest cheerleader. 
 

Lesson 22: OVER PREPARE, THEN GO WITH THE FLOW 

Whenever you over prepare, you may not use all the information that you looked up, but then you are that much 

more prepared, smarter and learned than when you started. Knowledge can give you the confidence to believe in 

yourself, to trust in the flow of life and then to let it take you where it may. For our Christian faith, the Bible tells us 

to “Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 

truth.”  
 

Lesson 23: BE ECCENTRIC NOW, DON’T WAIT FOR OLD AGE TO WEAR PURPLE 

It’s now been confirmed, I’m eccentric because my favorite color from childhood is purple. Someone once said, 

“Old people and children know how to live. The folks who are the bookends of life have the most fun. They don’t 

care what anybody thinks. They’re either too young to know better or too old to care.” 

The following poem was written by Jenny Joseph in 1961, titled “WARNING.” 
 

When I am an old woman I shall wear purple 

With a red hat which doesn't go, and doesn't suit me. 

And I shall spend my pension on brandy and summer gloves 

And satin sandals, and say we've no money for butter. 

I shall sit down on the pavement when I'm tired 

And gobble up samples in shops and press alarm bells 

And run my stick along the public railings 

And make up for the sobriety of my youth. 

I shall go out in my slippers in the rain 

And pick flowers in other people's gardens 

And learn to spit. 

 

You can wear terrible shirts and grow more fat 

And eat three pounds of sausages at a go 

Or only bread and pickles for a week 

And hoard pens and pencils and beermats and things in boxes. 

 

But now we must have clothes that keep us dry 

And pay our rent and not swear in the street 

And set a good example for the children. 

We must have friends to dinner and read the papers. 

 

But maybe I ought to practice a little now? 

So people who know me are not too shocked and surprised 

When suddenly I am old, and start to wear purple. 
 

Don’t let what others think crush the person who is inside. Be you.        

         Pastor Doug 



 

 

 

Dear Members and Friends,                      June 19, 2017 

 

On Thursday, June 1
st
, 2017, the Executive Board sent out a letter to the congregation to let them know of the 

situation that Jerry and Renell Collum were facing as a result of Renell being a double amputee of both legs below 

the knee and the need they had for handicap access into and out of their home.  

 

The Executive Board voted to set aside $4,100.00 from our Community Outreach fund that has accumulated in 

excess of $28,000.00. (Whenever we receive a gift from someone that is undesignated, we take 10% of the amount 

and put it into our outreach fund for special projects and events in our town.) We then asked you, friends and 

members of the church to match the 4,100. As of Monday, June 19, we have received responses from 42 families 

giving us a sum total of $4,600.00. On Monday, June 19
th

, the ramp was installed and ready to use by noon. 

 

The church has committed a total of $4,100.00 matching fund dollars to purchase the ramp. All monies given to the 

purchase of the ramp will be used specifically for the cost of the ramp. The church will pay the amount still owed 

after the contributions have been totaled from the congregation and whatever is not used for the ramp that the 

church has committed will be given directly to the Jerry and Renell as a love offering to help offset some of their 

medical expenses that have been incurred.    

 

We want to thank you, family and friends of the church and the Collum’s for your generosity and may the Lord 

richly bless you as you have blessed others. 

 

Below are before and after pictures of the home where Jerry and Renell Collum live.  

            



PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

 

On Tuesday, June 13, 2017, the first meeting was held for the Publicity Committee. Present were Karen 

Gumkowski, Jean Dunning, Brenda Pines, Joe Cap, Elaine Jones, Pam Jones, John Tomasulo, Pat Czerwonka and 

Pastor Doug. 

 

We began with a discussion and came up with our objective. We want to increase our visibility in the community, 

get out more information of who we are and what we do, and ultimately increase church attendance and 

membership. 

 

We then began to look at ideas of how we can go about accomplishing these goals. 

1. Website: Brenda Pines and Elaine Jones have worked hard on giving our website a much needed face lift. If 

you have any articles or pictures that you would like to have considered posted on the website, you can 

email it to FCCBUZZ@gmail.com and they will have the information to go through. All people in pictures 

need to give their consent to have the picture posted.  

2. Facebook: Karen Gumkowski and Jean Dunning are overseeing all posts for our church Facebook account. 

Again, pictures and news that you have of church events can be sent to FCCBUZZ@gmail.com and they 

will be considered for posting. 

3. Twitter: Jim Steele has established a church Twitter account that Pastor Doug will use to send out brief 

messages.  In today’s world, the younger generation uses less and less of Facebook and post more on 

Twitter and Instagram. Right now we are not opening an Instagram account. (Let it be known that Pastor 

Doug realizes that Twitter is a useful tool to reach the younger generation and asks for your prayers. He 

doesn’t want to be another Donald Trump.) 

4. Invite the community to our summer potlucks at FCC ( see separate article ) 

5. Start a tutoring program at FCC  

6. Have more movie nights at FCC 

7. Establish designated greeters who will speak to guests on Sunday mornings, get their e-mail info and make 

them feel welcome.  

 

There is a Cromwell Facebook group called “Cromwell Families” that has been established in Cromwell where 

individuals and families can post events, list things for sale, or discuss local news. Items and pictures that are 

submitted to FCCBUZZ@gmail.com will at times appear on “Cromwell Families”, especially upcoming events. 

 

We are in need of some volunteers to take pictures of church events and write up short concise articles that can be 

sent into the Cromwell Chronicle and the new Cromwell Life papers that come out monthly. If you would like to 

help come to our next meeting on Tuesday, July 18 at 6:30 p.m. at the church or contact the church office. 

 

The more people that can help us get the word out about our wonderful church the less work it will be on the few 

who are already working so hard to do it. We need your help. Just a couple of hours a month can make all the 

difference. So come and be part of the team. 
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Tag Sale leftovers? Downsizing? 

Didn’t sell everything at your tag sale? Just a reminder that 

we have a tag sale room in the basement. Your extras might 

be the perfect treasures for someone else. Items can be 

dropped off year round for the fall tag sale.  No large 

furniture items, electronics (TVs, stereo, computers, printers, 

microwaves etc.) or VHS tapes please. 

If you wish to donate jewelry for the vintage table please see 

Jean or Karen. 

Your donations are tax deductible- there are forms for your 

use on the door. 

Did you know? We have sold $556 since January 1
st
! 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

On July 29 we have our Youth Group Picnic from 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the Sidorski home. Rain 

date will be July 30
th

 the same time. On August 12
th

 we will have the “Wheels for the World” delivery 

to W.I.H.S. That is from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

God Bless, Nathalie Sidorski, Dana Greco, Elana Sidorski, Scott Conquest, Theresa Sidorski, Douglas 

Greco, and Marshall Dunbar 

 



 

 

 

Missions  Summer  2017 

He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”  

                                                                                                                        Mark 16:15 

We haven’t had too many updates since last month, recently a note from the Metz’s detailing their 

current situation, which, although difficult, has seen some bright spots. Cathie’s mental health has 

improved enough that they feel they can move out of their daughter’s home and into a place of their 

own. When Ken was car-jacked, he traveled to South Carolina to retrieve his car. He feels the Lord led 

him there to find less expensive housing that is also near their daughter, Ginnie. They hope to relocate 

to SC/GA area soon. The ministry they began continues in Peru and Ken hopes to get back there 

sometime. 

We also heard from the Walter Hoving Home, they opened a new center in Oxford, New Jersey, on 

April 3rd. They have signed a lease-to-own, with a year to raise the funds to purchase the new 

property, which will be able to support 40 women. 

We have been busy organizing and updating all of our contacts, if you’d like to write to any of our 

missionaries, please check for a current address on the board.  We have also established an e-mail 

which is not connected to anyone on the board personally, so it can be transferred to new board 

members. This should make it easier in the future, as long as g-mail still exists! 

If you want to contact the missions board via e-mail, our new address is: 

fcccromwellmissions@gmail.com 

Our friends with Wheels for the World are gearing up for the big drive on August 12, if you have 

anything to donate, please try to bring it in before that time. The group could use some volunteers for 

August 14
th

, when everything will be packed up and loaded into trucks to be delivered to Seymour, 

CT. Thanks for your help! 

Your Missions Board, 

Marshall Dunbar, Jean Dunning and Marie Tong 
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“Dear children, let us not love with 

words or speech but with actions 

and in truth    

(1 John 3:18) 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

What a great Sunday school year we have had! God is great for He 

has given us many blessings this year as we tried to “Serve the Lord 

by Serving Others.” The children learned a great deal about service 

and worked very hard on several projects this past year. The Sunday 

school hosted two coffee hours complete with goodies provided by 

our families and a little entertainment by the children. The children 

did a fantastic job of serving and cleaning up. We also made crafts 

and sent them to the pillars of our church and shut-ins. Many of you 

enjoyed the turkeys in November, ornaments in December, 

Valentines in February, and crosses at Easter. The thank-you notes 

that we received are all hanging on the bulletin board in the Sunday school wing for the children to 

see. We participated in the Youth Group’s Operation Christmas Child project by filling boxes and 

contributing money from our funds to ship the boxes. Our biggest mission of the year was Feed My 

Starving Children. With a lot of help from you and numerous Sunday school friends and families, we 

raised $3,340! This means that we can feed 37 children for a year, exceeding our goal to feed 26 

children in honor of the Sandy Hook children.  

 

On Sunday, June 11 the Sunday school children gave a wonderful performance called “It’s All About 

Jesus.” I thank all of the performers for their preparation and practice over the last few weeks. 

Additionally, I would like to thank Casey, Mitchell, Ashlee, Emma C. and Emma S. for all of their 

support during the Sunday school year. These teens are always willing to lend a hand in the classroom 

and participate in our performances when we need them. Mitchell and Ashlee did a super job leading 

the service before the pageant. Emma C. helped with the preschool/kindergarten class by narrating and 

then assisting them with their song. Extra thanks to Mitchell who performed a skit with me as part of 

the program. I thank Pastor Doug for his support and the beautiful way he incorporated all the songs 

(“Jesus Teach Me,” “My Hope,” “I Will Rejoice,” “Seven Times a Day,” “Love Each Other”, and 

“Jesus Is Alive”) from the program into his final remarks. Last, but certainly not least, are the Sunday 

school teachers, substitutes, and our resident puppeteer, Nick DiBattista, whom I thank for their 

dedication to the children, our programs, and for their support.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank our entire First Congregational Church Community for all of your 

support this year. If you missed our performance on June 11 and would like one of our thank-you key 

chains, please leave a message at the church office or email me at pbarkerjones@aol.com. It has truly 

been an honor and a privilege to serve as the Sunday school superintendent. 

 

In His Service, 

Pam Jones 
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TWITTER 

 
First Congregational Church has a twitter 

account. Do you tweet? Do you have a twitter 

account? If you don’t, it’s easy to sign up at 

twitter.com.  If you want to watch Pastor 

Doug tweet; follow us @fccbuzz Become a 

follower like James Steele.  

 

Follow us on Facebook 
We hope all of the Facebook fans in our 

midst will follow us and comment on our 

posts. Find us listed at First Congregational 

Church Cromwell 

 

 

Happy Anniversary!  
 

July  

 

Russell and Karen Misbach – July 2
nd

  

Jerry and Renell Collum – July 3
rd

  

Josef and Roswitha Herz – July 13
th

  

Ron and Janice Chambers – July 16
th

  

Nick and Eileen DiBattista – July 25
th

  

Scott and Shannon Phillips – July 28
th

  

James and Tammy Steele – July 29
th

  

 

August 

 

Tom and Nancy Clayton – August 2
nd

  

Scott and Karla McClain – August 3
rd

 

Brad and Sue Johnson – August 6
th

  

Doug and Sue VanVeldhuisen – August 16
th

  

Tom and Caron Callen – August 25
th

  

Jim and Debra Monterosso – August 26
th

  

Jim and Barbara Valentin – August 28
th

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank and Florence Pierson 

Scholarship 

 
Congratulations to Nancy Herrera, this year’s 

recipient of the Frank and Florence Pierson 

Scholarship. Nancy was awarded the 

scholarship on June 11
th

 at the Children’s 

Day service.   

 

Executive Board 
 
 

The Executive Board will meet on Thursday, 

August 17
th

 at 7:00 p.m. to hear reports from 

the different boards, review the church 

budget, and discuss any new business of the 

church. The Board members are either the 

Chairman or alternate of each board, Church 

Treasurer, Church Clerk and two Members at 

Large. The Members at Large are to 

represent the church as a whole and are 

available to you, the congregation, to talk 

with about any concerns that you feel need to 

be addressed within the church, to express 

your opinion about any issues, or to share 

with them how you feel things are within the 

church, both the positive and negative. Your 

representatives are James Steele (860) 632-

8624 and Janet Hangland (860) 613-2894. 

Please feel free to call them or see them at 

church and talk with them.  

 

 
 

Financials 
 

As we discussed at the Annual Meeting in 

January, we will keep everyone up to date on 

a monthly basis as to how the church 

finances are doing. Period Ending:  

 

Income   $70,684.52 

Expense:   $79,203.64 

Income (Under) Expenses      ($8,519.12) 
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July Schedule 

 
Deacons:  

7/02 – Pat Czerwonka 

7/09 – Elaine Jones 

7/16 – John Tomasulo 

7/23 – Pat Czerwonka 

7/30 – Lorrie Huffaker 

 

Ushers:  

7/02 – Carolyn and Gary Decko 

7/09 – Bruce and Lorrie Huffaker 

7/16 – Debbie Alleva and Roswitha Herz 

7/23 – Scott and Shannon Phillips 

7/30 – Brenda Pines and Joe Cap 

 

Sound System:  

7/02 – Jim Steele 

7/09 – Rick Dansereau 

7/16 – James Steele 

7/23 – Rick Dansereau  

7/30 – Jim Steele 

 

Coffee Hour:  

7/02 – Volunteer Needed 

7/09 – Volunteer Needed 

7/16 – Volunteer Needed 

7/23 – Volunteer Needed 

7/30 – Volunteer Needed 

 

Flowers:  

7/02 – Lisa Paradis and Vickey Warner  

7/09 – RoseMary Frederick  

7/16 – John Savvides  

7/23 – Renate Varricchio  

7/30 – Mr. and Mrs. James Steele   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Schedule 

 
Deacons:  

8/06 – Elaine Jones 

8/13- John Tomasulo 

8/20 – Lorrie Huffaker 

8/27 – Pat Czerwonka 

 

Ushers:  

8/06 – Carolyn and Gary Decko 

8/13 – Lorrie and Bruce Huffaker 

8/20 – Nancy Clayton and Volunteer 

8/27 – Volunteer Needed 

 

Sound System:  

8/06 – Rick Dansereau 

8/13 – Jim Steele 

8/20 – Rick Dansereau 

8/27 – James Steele 

 

Coffee Hour: 

8/06 – Volunteer Needed 

8/13 – Volunteer Needed 

8/20 – Volunteer Needed 

8/27 – Volunteer Needed 

 

Flowers:  

8/06 – Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Clayton  

8/13 – Ms. Renate Varricchio  

8/20 – Mrs. Betty Williams  

8/27 – Mr. and Mrs. James Steele  

 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast  

At  

Mitchell’s on Main  

July 8
th

 and August 12
th

    

8:00 a.m.  

All men are invited!  

 

 

 

 



TOWN OF CROMWELL  

COLLECTING  
 

 
 

The Town is looking for school supplies for 

children in need.  They will need binders, 

book bags, notebooks, loose leaf paper wide 

and college ruled, pencils, colored pencils, 

pens, crayons, markers, calculators, pencil 

bags, glue sticks, rulers, Kleenex and erasers. 

If you would like to contribute any of these 

items to the Town; the Church office will put 

a box out labeled school supplies in the 

Narthex.  They will be delivered to the Town 

August 13
th

 before school starts. If you have 

any questions, please contact Tammy Steele 

in the Church office.  

 

 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

1. The church phone # is 860-635-4806.  

2. The church fax # is 860-635-4246.  

3. The Church E-mail address is 

    fcchurch01@snet.net 

4. The Pastor’s personal E-mail address is 

    douglasvanv@gmail.com  

5. The Pastor’s church email is 

    dougvan@snet.net 

6. Pastor’s cell phone # is 860-638-8014.  

7. The Pastor’s day off is Wednesday.  

8. Church website is www.fcccromwell.org 

9. The Church Secretary’s hours are: Mon. –   

    Thurs. 9 – 3 p.m.  

10. The church address: 355 Main St.  

      P.O. Box 156, Cromwell, CT 06416 

11. Facebook, find us listed at First  

Congregational Church Cromwell 

12. Twitter account is @fccbuzz 

 

 

 

Deacon Board 

 
  It’s summertime, and time to take things a 

bit easier.  Here are some excerpts from an 

article that a friend sent me called “Life gets 

better with Age”.  Each of these starts with 

“I’ve learned that…” 

Age 5 – I like my teacher because she 

cries when we sing “Silent Night;” 

 Age 14 – If you want to cheer 

yourself up, you should try cheering someone 

else up first; 

 Age 24 – Silent company is often 

more healing than words of advice; 

 Age 30 – If someone says something 

unkind about me, I must live so no one will 

believe it; 

 Age 49 – Singing “Amazing Grace” 

can lift my spirits for hours; 

 Age 51 – You can tell a lot about a 

person by the way they handle these three 

things: a rainy day, lost luggage and tangled 

Christmas lights; 

 

 Age 65 – If you pursue happiness, it 

will elude you.  But if you focus on your 

family, the needs of others, meeting new 

people and doing the best you can, happiness 

will find you; 

  

Age 72 – I’ve learned that everyone 

can use a prayer; 

 

 Age 80 – Even when I have pains, I 

don’t have to be one; 

 Age 92 – I still have a lot to learn. 

Have a blessed summer!  And remember, our 

church building IS air-conditioned! 

Elaine Jones, on behalf of the Deacon Board 

mailto:fcchurch01@snet.net
mailto:douglasvanv@gmail.com
mailto:dougvan@snet.net
http://www.fcccromwell.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Congregational-Church/120524031292130


 

July 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

26 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

27 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

28 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

29 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship 

Hall  

30 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

5:00 PM 

Wedding 

Rehearsal  

1 

4:30 PM 

Wedding  

2 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

3 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

4

 
OFFICE CLOSED!  

12:00 PM AA 4th of 

July Picnic Meeting 

in Fellowship Hall  

5 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

 

6 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship 

Hall  

7 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

8 
8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main  

9 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

10 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

7:00 PM 

Deacon Board 

Meeting  

11 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

12 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

13 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship 

Hall  

14 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

15 

16 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

17 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

18 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

6:30 PM 

Publicity Committee 

Fireside room 

19 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

6:30 PM 

Summer 

Potluck at the 

Church  

20 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship 

Hall  

21 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

22 

23 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

24 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

25 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

26 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

27 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship 

Hall  

28 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

29 

12:00 PM  

Youth Group 

Picnic @ 

Sidorski Home  

30 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour 

  

31 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

1 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

2 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

 

3 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship 

Hall  

4 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2017 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

31 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

1 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

2 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

 

3 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

4 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

5 

6 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

7 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

7:00 PM 

Deacon Meeting  

8 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

9 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

10 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

11 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

12 
8:00 AM Men's 

Breakfast at 

Mitchell's on 

Main 

9:00 AM  

Youth Group 

deliver “Wheels 

for the World” 

deliver to WIHS  

13 

9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Vincent DePaul  

14 

12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

15 

12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

16 

12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

6:30 PM 

Summer Potluck 

at the Church  

17 

12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

18 

12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

19 

20 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

21 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

22 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

23 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

7:00 PM Bible 

Study  

24 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

25 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

26 

27 
9:30 AM Worship Service  

10:45 AM Coffee Hour  

28 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

29 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

30 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

 

31 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

1 
12:00 PM AA 

Meeting in 

Fellowship Hall  

2 

 

Thank you for all that you do for the Cromwell Food Pantry it is greatly appreciated.  

They will need snacks, juice boxes, peanut butter, and jelly in preparation for school in the month 

of August.   


